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is compelled to make a trip to Mel-
bourne. 1 say there is work which we
can do, and work which the Ministry
should be able to take charge of—if not,
they are very incapable—until the Pre-
mier returns; and in these cirenmstances
I am compelled to dissent frem the posi-
tion taken up by the Premier and assent-
ed to by the Leader of the Opposition,
to adjourn the House for such a long
period.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .27
Noes .. .. .oo12
Majority for .. .. 13
Aves.
Mr. Aogwin * Mr. Jacohy
Mr. DBarnetl Mr., Layman
Mr. Bath AMr. Male
Mr. Brown Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Carson ! Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. N. J. Moare
Mr. Daglish Mr. B. F. Moore
Mr. Davles . Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes ! Mr. Osporm
Mr. Grorge Mr. Price
Mr. Gregory , Mr. A, A Wilron
Mr. Hardwick I Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hayward Mr. Gordon
Mr. Horan ; (Teller).
Noirs.
Mr. Belton Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Alr. GHI Mr. Waller
Mr. Hurdsen . Mr. Ware
Mr. Jabn an « M. Gourley
AMr, McDowall {2'eifery.
MMy, Seaddan
Question thus passed.
House adjowrs:d at L3530 pm.
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The PRESIDEXT ok the Chair at
4.5 pam., and read pravers,

PAPERS PRESEXTED
By Lhe C'olonial Secretary: 1, Rules of
ihe Supretne Court, 1909; 2, Rules nnder
the Timifed Partnerchips Act, 1909; 3,
Audit  Aet, 190+ —Amendments of the
Reaulations,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Euployment Brokers; 2, Munieipal
Corporations ¢t Amendment; 3, Public

Health; mfrodneed by ihe Colonial Sec-
relary.

MOTION—PHARMACY AND POI-
SONS LAW, TO COMPILE.
Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) moved—

Thet the Pharmacy ond Poisons Aect,
1807, end its amendments be compiled
in aeeordance with the Statutes Compil-
afion def, 10035,

He said: In the session of 1905 Parlia-
ment pas=ed an et known as the Statutes
Comiptlarion  Net copied from the New
Zealand Statote, and the ohject of the
measure—which was a very short one-—
was to enable {ie work of the consolida-
tion of Statwtes to go on during a recess.
That is to say. under the provisions of
this Act, en hoth Houses of Parliament
passing a resolution ealline upen the At-
torney Gieneral to compile an Act with
its varions amendments, {he work could
be undertaken durinz the recess, no alter-
ation being made, of course, in the enact-
ment of the Legislature. An Aet so com-
piled eould subsecuently be submitted to
Parliament, and if Parliament was quite
=atisfied that 1he compilation had taken
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place without any alteration i (he law
that had previously passed Parliament,
the compilativn so made would go upon
the Statutes. This Aet has not yet been
availed of though it has heen four years
on the starute-book, and I have seen fit
lo move this motion because ihe PPharmacy
and Poisons Aet is a very fitting objeet
on whieh we could commence lo use Lhe
provisions of this Statutes Compilation
Aet. The Pharmaey and Puisons Act has
heenn amended onee, and it iz an exceed-
ingly dillicult matter to a person well
acquainted with the Aet and its amend-
mentz to understand what the amend-
ments are. The schedule of pnoisons has
been altered, and a8 numher of the pro-
vigions of the Ael have heen cut out and
other provisions substituted. 1 am sorry
that 1 have omitted to bring with me
something [ intended to lay on the Table,
that is, a eopy of the oviginal Act altered
in red ink, and showing how if is cut
abont and how diftieult it is for ovdinavy
laymen o understand what ave the pro-
visions of the Statute. 1t is an impogt-
ant Stlatute, beeanse i deals with the
rights of chemisis, and also with the con-
ditions under which poisons shall be vend-
ed in Western Australia. Tt is an Aet
imder which the police, the legal profes-
sion, and the Pharmacentieal Society have
to work freguently, and il would be an
exceedingly good thing to have the Stal-
ute compiled so that we could have a
clear print of i, and have it done with-
out its being necessarv to bether both
Houses of DParliament to pass a Bill
again. The council of the Pharmaceuti-
eal Society have requested me to move in
this direetion. They wish no amendment
of the Statute under which they are work-
ing, but they are anxions to get it into
such a readable shape that it can be read-
ily understond : and in these eircumstances
1 have no doubt the Hounse will readily
pass this motion. It will be necessary
to send the resolulion to the Legislalive
Assembly, hecause under the provisions
of the Statutes Compilation Aect. it is
necessary to pass the resolution in both
Houses before the servicex of the Attor-
ney (eneral can be brought into requisi-

tion.

Hon R W.PENNEFATHER (North):
L desire to support the motion of ty
hon. friend, and 1 would like it to be
corried further if possible. ¥or many
sexsions past many memhers, wyself in-
cluded, have drawn atiention to the abso-
lute necessity for the Government to start
the eonsolidation of our Statute Law.
Not only is il necessary in an Aet such
as that menlioned by my hon. friend, but
there ave many other branches of the
Statuie Law of this country that have
been so  wmmnended, and so frequently
amended that the main provisions of the
prineipal Act are almost eaten up in the
ameindments, and it is g work really of
difliculty. entailing a good deal of lahour,
to make one’s self aequainted with the
present state of the Statule Law upon any
siveu subjeet. This 3% the only Slate, 1
think, in which no attempt has been made
to consolidate the Statutes of the State.
Ii has Leen dvne in Vicloria and in mwost
of the other States; and when we look
at the number of small volumes, and the
intiher of awmendments upou esch suh-
ject now in existence, it iz veally a mai-
ter almost of great difficully to make
une’s selt nceurately acquainfed with the
information on any subjeci. I lLope the
House will pass the motion, but T would
like the Colonial Secretary to draw the
attention of the Government to the neces-
sity for starting the eonsolidation of the
Statntes generally. T know it is a matter
of impossibility for the Crown Law De-
partment fo undertake the work single-
handed, having regard to the other duties
thev have to perform, but they can, tak-
ing the example of other States, call
i assistance from outside, and in the
comrse of 18 months, or perbaps two
vears af the outside, we may have our
Statute Law embraced in perbhaps four
handy volumes, instead of being scattered,
as now, over about a dozen. T bhave much
pleasure in seconding the motion,

Question pui and passed.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): As T can-
not ask for the reselution to be sent by
Message to the other House until the Leg-
islative Assembly is silting, T ask that a
nofice appear on the next Notice Paper
that I will move in that dirveetion.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day.

Resumed from the 30th July.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
When I moved the adjournment of the
debate it was not my intention to speak
on ihe subject. [ wmoved the adjourn-
ment principally with the view of assist-
ing the Government, as I understood
there were malters the Leader of the
House desired to bring before ug, and no
ather opportunily would bhe furnished
except by the adjournment of the debate
i\nd our meeting again to-day. However,
ag 1 did move the adjoninment of the de-
bate, I would like to say a few words
wenevally. T must eonfess I do pot intend
to speak particularly. or rather ex-
baustively «n any subject. T am pleased
that the mover and seconder of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply have expressed the views
of the whole of the members of the House
in stating the pleasure it has given them
to bave nur new (Governor and his lady
amongst us. T ascerlain from private
sourees that his Excellency and the Lady
Fdeline Strickland came here with the
hizhest of opinions and esteem from his
FExecelleney’s late sphere of government.
As it has been expressed in the Speech,
I am sure the warmest feelings of the
people menerally wili be extended to them
while thev sojourn amonzst us. I only
hiepe they will have n peaceful and happy
sojourn amongst us. Ilis Excelleney has
wany able precedents to follow., T do
not wish to go back ton far, hecanse we
have had many estimabhle Governors, who
fulfilled their high functions with ihe
greatest suceess and with the greate<t ad-
vantage fo the State. Some of them. of
course, if we go back n little hit. had
niore powers than the Governors now, and
were able to hmpress their personalities
more on the laws and work of the eolony
than perhaps a modern Governuor is able
1o do. But at any rate they fulfilled ad-
mirahly the funefivns. the social  fune-
tivns, expeeted of them,  Indeed some-
times 1 thonght that our late Governor
Redford was imposed upon by heing
asked to the many funetions he attended.
It was almest eruel at thmes 1o ask him
to wo bty some very Irvivial engagements

which were scareely worth the aitendance
of a representative of ITis Majesty. How-
ever, the lale (fovernor and his lady dis-
charged tho<e functions admirably and
will be lield in remembrance for a very
comsidderahle time by the people here. The
sarae remmks apply 1o the preceding
Governo (Sie Anthur Lawley). I am
also  pleazed  that the mover and the
secander reuret the loss the State has
snsiained by the death of onr late Presi-
dent, »n honoured member of the com-
munity, oite who discharged all the fune-
tions pertainine to his life (o the advan-
tage of the eommunity at large, and who
had the respeet and csteem of all.  Not
only are the publie institutions of this
Stale deprived hy the loss of one who
exhibited the greatest interest in their
welfarve, hut the general publie also have
lost one who, to the very hbest of his
ability, endeavoured to promote the in-
teresls of the whole of the State. We
regret that leaders who have oecupied the
eye of the public for some econsiderable
thne are removed from us, and it is but
right that a public body like the Legis-
lative Counecil should take particular
notice of the loss we have sustained by
the death of one whom we esteemed so
hizhly., T will say o few words as to
the matter now partienlarly before the
Honse, namely, the Address-in-Reply. T
might, it seems, do that in n very few
words, as [ think the sentiments ex-
pressed in the reply, moved and seconded,
are such that we ean all mest heartily
econcur in. T desire to refer to the speech
delivered recently by the Proemier 2t Bun-
bury. To that speech ‘he Covernm’'s
Speech is, to n certain extent, an echn,
althongh happily somewhat curtailed. T
read the speech made by the Premier very
carefully, and it struek me that it was
one of the ablest, clearest. and most
statesmanlike speeches we have had de-
livered hy any Premier in this State. Tt
exhibited a larees ond deep interest in the
welfare of this State, a knowledoe of the
neelts and requiirements of Wesfern Aus-
tralia. a knnwledre nf ity yesonrces and
what there is within the State to pro-
mote its advaneement, and was a speech
even hetter perhaps than some of those
of Bir John Forrest himself, a man who
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in his day was looked upon as an admir-
able speech-maker ot pre-sessional
meetings, as they are nuw called hy the
newspapers. with his constituents. It
was with (he gremest pleasure that T read
that speech, for it indicated that the Pre-
mier of this State is possessed of ability
and taet and has n deep intevest in all
the different resonvee= of ihe State and
ihe oceecupations of the people, and of
those institufions of (he State, both Gov-
ernment and private. whieh exisi for the
advancement of the people, T ean almost
eo so far as to say that I take no ex-
veption to the Speech, but that would not
he (uite true. While giving every praise
i the Premsier for the able way i which
he prepared and delivered that Speech
te his constituents, there arve, of course,
some slight matters in which I differ from
him. I suppose it will never be the case
that members of a political House will
see exactly eve to eve with any person
speaking on whatever sobjeet one might
mention. There are some fhings we would
like to see a little altered, others elimi-
nated or some improvemeni made upon.
and so on; but. with the exception almost
golely of that portion which refers to
this House, I do not think T can take
any great exception to the speech or to
any prineiple embodied in it. T shall have
an opportanity to deal with the one ex-
ception later on, and will say no more
with regard to it now than that I am not
in harmony with the sentimeniz ex-
pounded by the Premier as to the fran-
chise for this House. When the time
comes I shall give my reasons for oppo-
sitton. With almost every other iem of
the speeeh I am in general harmouny and
eonenrrence.  Parbienlarly am T pleased
to see the statement that it is the inten-
finn of the Government to bave the sur-
vev of the land before occupation. Many
vears ago, under the old form of Gov-
ernment, I believe, T tried my hest in
this direction, urging the Government of
the day to take the step of sarvey hefore
accupation, T think there were some
efforts made fo earry ont the principle,
The reazon for my contention was that T
realized from experience and study of
the suhject that the adoption of the prin-
einle was calenlated to promote the best

interests of the State in rvegard to land
settlement, ax it wounld give thase persons
who settled on the land a chanece to do
well. as roads would be built near their
aveax. and geneval facilities would be af-
forded themt to earn a livelibood, and thus
promote the proper seitlement of the
State. I am pleased that the Government
have determined te adopt the principle
now. There may be some little delay in
settlement, but the vesult will ultimately
he most heneficial both to the State and
to those seftling in i(. There may be
certain disadvantages and expense, but !
am sure the country generally will ap-
prove of the principle and support tle
Government in the exeention of their pro-
mise, 1 an not quite sure that we are
pursuing the very hest course in settling
the Stote at the present moment, I speak
with suome diifidence on this question. as
L am nol in the position  of speaking
authoritatively on it; but T think theve
may he some fanlt fonnd with the way in
which our immigration is eondueted, and
the results acerning thervetrom. and, T he-
lieve that we. as i said of New Zealand.
are tvo rapidly attempting to settle the
country. This is not a natural settlement,
for it does not come as the result of any
aclion on the part of the people gener-
ally, but it is fostered and promofed al-
most entively from the politieal. if T may
use the expression, point of view which
comes from the political men, from the
Covernmen(, and others. We are liable
to overreach ourselves to some extent,
and tlis brings a considerable amount of
dissatisfaction, possibly of distress to a
number of people who may come here.
T am not prepaved in sav that sueh will
he the result of the attempts to sertle the
land, but T fear that to a certain extent
it will be.  _\nother result is that it in-
creases the demand. as the settlers streich
out to greater distanees. for additional
railway facilities. That means a borrow-
mng paliey, one which T am not partien-
larly i favour of. Where such a prin-
ciple i= adopted, one can almost he sure
that there is a day of settlement and
{rouble ahead. and it is to be feared that
by and by we shall find here that nearly
all our availahle revenue will be eaten up

in pavment of interest. That is, of
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course, unless tresh  axation is intro-
duced. Such a means of obtaining re-
venue is undesirable, and to many people
vt this State. burdensome.

The Colonial Secretary: You ave not
allowing tliat any of the works will then
e paving inleresl.

Hon. (i RANDELL: Do not mismder-
statul what 1 say, The Colonial Necre-
tary aeeentuates the word “any.” 1 am
in harmony with going on at a woderaie
pace, and endeavouring to advance lhe
interests of agrienlture, and therefore, the
interests of the State, but 1 like fo see
discretion, after careful consideration ol
the circumstances at large. the introdue-
tion of immigrants and the borrowing of
capital, exercised.  Care should he taken
to see that we are sure of onr geound. I
hiave spoken on this question. and in simi-
Inr ters, before. 1 know of the cardy
settlement of Ameriea. This was done,
not by a Government, but, as members
will remember, hy great eombinations of
men with eapital wha purehaszed the lands
and infroduced Furopean settlement in
America. The work was productive of
infinite nnschief and cruelties. T van re-
member reading and hearing the Lorrible
avecutls whielt  reached England from
Ameriea as to the sufferingsz. the dislress.
and sorruws of the people who had taken
up land in Ameriea, all brought about by
lhe eamer and unszerupulous methods of
inmigration to that country. The eondi-
tions here ave. of course. very different
from what they were in Ameriea then.
Here our climate in the settled country
iz very much better than in almost any
portion of Ameriea, although the lands
are nof so rich. If the Government pur-
sued the means adopted with regard 1o
the settlement of America, and I do not
think thex will, the position here also
would be very bad. I want ta gnard
acainst proceeding too  hastily  in the
efforts to settle the land. It i~ to be
hop:ed that the Government will remem-
ber that while we want to see the placp
seitled and population come in. we need
a enntinued population, we want people
who will be =satisfied with their oppor-
tunities, and be able to make the best use
they can of thuse opportunities for their
ewn advanecement and for the eond of

the State penerally. T hope I will not be
misunderstood, as 1 am  decidedly  in
favour of immieration and of setrling the
land., hei 1 wounld Like to see the settle-
ment follow the natural, rather than the
foreed line of action of the Goveriament
of the dax. aml particularly beeause 1
do not desire to see  iul(rodneed to this
State an undesivable clement of persons
unfitted 10 oceapy our lands, lo cultivate
thern properly.  Such persons iff they fail
will permit the land they had taken up
to fall inta the hands of capitalists and
hizger men. There are two sides to every
question. and this is one on whieh T look
very often. | am ax anxious and eager
as any member of this House, or any
per~on, 1o see the State progress as fast
as it reasonably and profitably ecan, hut
we may exeeed the linits, and therefore.
T utter this ward of waming. T am very
pleased to see also that for the henefit
of those engaped in the farming and pro-
dueing communities, and for the ultimage
progress of this State, everv effart i-
heing made by the Fremantle Harbour
Trust and others (o facilitate the export
of the produce of the State that may be
available for supplving ollier countries.
Tt is very good lo see that thase who
have the order and the arrangement of
zueh things are alive to the position, and
are datermined to see thal the best means
are provided to prevent the unreasonable
and exasperating delays which have taken
place until quite recently, and  which,
judging from the letters in the news-
papers. took place last vear. No doubt
in eonnection with all the effortz made
for the advancement of the State there
will he some dissatisfied people, some who
suffer more or less from their own fauit.
it may he throuch no fault of their own.
but hecause they are not fitted for the
particnlar line of work thev have raken
up and are porsuing for their livelLhood.
Every day we meet people, even in the
towns, who =tart in business and after
a little while find they are unfitted for the
work as thex have not the knowledge and
skill necessary to make a suece-s of if.
There is something wrong: a serew loose
somewhere, and they 20 to the wall. That
will happen in all eonnnunities. and only
thoze with abilitv. foreihousht, and wise
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judgment will be souecessful in the end.
The more sunecessful we can wake 1wen
by any action we may take, the belter
1t will be. of course, for all concerned,
and 1t is well that the different public
bodies—and especially in this eonnection
I am now more pavheularly referring ro
the facilities offered for transport and
export of produce—should be alive to the
neeasion. I hope also that the Govern-
ment will see lhat these things are car-
ried out as well as possible. In this re-
spect the Government may exercise wise
and helpfnl oversight over sume of the
public hodies of the State. There are
so many things in the Speech that it
would be impossible for me, especially
as I am not prepared to speak at any
length on the subject, ro disenss them
with any helpfulness or any advantage
to other hon, members of this House. I
hope, however, that other members will
speak on the Address-in-Reply and deal
with matters which come more partienlariy
under their cognisance and with which
they are famihar, and upon which they
are able to speak, if I may say so, ex
rathedra, and then we shall have hefore
the House and the country the views of
those hon. members who are experts in
their particular lines of life. [ notice
that the Estimnates are in eourse of pre-
paration—it seems to me that I have
heard that hefore—and the hope is held
out that they will be placed before us
very shortly. T am a sirong beiicver in
the Estimales being placed before lon.
members at the earliest opportunily, and
I hope that the Leader of the House will
take care to see that whenever the BEsti-
mates are tabled in another place a copy
of them will he placed on our tahle so
that we may be able to make ourselves
familiar with them. and be able, if neces-
sary, to speak npon them as they come
before us. I hold the opinion that the
Legislalive Council are as responsible for
the adoption of these Estimates as mem-
bers in ancther place, and T do nol think
we can cet away from our responsibility
in that respeet. I hope hon. members
will devote Tull attention fto the FEsh-
mates. espectally in view of our present
cirenmstanees, when we have the financial
situation in this State in a somewhat un-

forlunate position. 1 do not think it is
possitde for any one to put his finger
vpon many things whieh are oveurring
and whieh might he working to this end,
but from them all there is one thing
standing out clearly and distinetly, and
that is the effect that Federation is hav-
ing wpon onr finaneial prospeets and on
onr financial position, 1 do vewrel that
the Premier shuuld he just at this present
moment leaving the State to aitend a con-
ference of Premiers in Melbourne. T re-
gret extremely that the public business
shonid be hindered, for some lilile iine
at any rate, in consequence of his ab-
cenice, but I hold at the same fime that
the Premier was bound to attend that con-
terence. I think the interests are so great
and important, as far as this State is
concerned, that it is absolutely uecessary
that no opportunity should be given to
take anytling on trust. I am Loping
that the present Federal Governnient will
be more sympathetic to this State and to
all the States generally than the previous
Government, and that we, as well as the
other States, shall receive fair play. This,
1 think, will follow, as we have one mem-
ber of this community a member of that
Ministry. It only shows us how unex-
pectedly a situation may arise which may
do us a considerable injury, and of which
we had not the slightest idea before enter-
ing into Federation. T would like to refer
to the public service. T am pleased to
see thal the Government sre associating
with the Public Service Commissioner
another gentleman to assist him. I re-
gret, however, that there are not two to
assist the Commissioner as the Aet pro-
vides. T believe in the multitude of eoun-
sellors in that respect, and in the cxamin-
ation of the methods of our civil service
it would have been as well to have had
as many as possible. The Public Ser-
vire Commissioner will, of eourse. repre-
sent the Government, but I would like
to have seen another gentleman associated
with him and Mr. MeGibbon. Iowever,
let us hope that these two fogther will
be able to put the eivil service upon a
better footing than it appears to be at
the present time. J do not belime all
the reports T hear about the eivil service,
and I do not aceept all the grumblings
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in the newspapers, but there is sullicient
to cotvinee me that there is room for im-
provement and economy io be exereised.
I regretted from the firsl that the Govern-
ment did not, as desired by this Houze
amd agreed to Ly both Ilouses, uppoint
two men 1o be associated with the Com-
missioner in the examination of tle eivil
serviee: it would have beeu more satis-
factory in every respecl, and it would
have been better for the Connnissioner
himself. With regard to the redistribu-
tion of seats, I quite agree that it is de-
siralle. considering the development
which has taken place in the agrienltural
districts and the redistribution—if T may
use the same word—of the population in
different  parts of the Btate, lbat this
shonld be dome. [ think the best part
of the electoral portions of the Siale ave
to be found in the country distriets
They are seized with n ilne sense of (he
importance of sending the hest men {o {he
Legislature and we should as much as
pussible redistribule their electorates with
the view of seeing that they are fully
represented. 1 do not wish for any antair
advantage to be taken of any othor sece-
tion, bui these people have the inferesis
of le State more at heart, aud 1 helieve
they are more affected by i€, We Hud in
some of the other districls that the people
are here to-day and are gome to-morrow,
and that in spite of this every mnan has
the same power Lhrough the ballot-box
as the wan who owns lavge estates or
who has the greatest ricks and responsi-
bhilities resting upon him in the cultiva-
tion of the land, or in other walks of life.
With regard to liquor law reform. I am
in harmony with anything that wili pro-
mote sobriety in this country. I do not
know anything more awful than tie eurse
of drink. One has nnly to go about
Perih and see men wasting their iime and
that of their masters, and their horses
standing outside public houses while they
themselves are in the lhotel aobtaining
drink. Then from time to (lme we get
horrible veporis in the newspapers of
what happens as the result of drink, I
wigh the newspapers here would curtail
such news from the other States, bat of
course this is published for the public
entertainmeni and the newspapers are

looking afier their own interests in such
matters, and 1 do nof suppose they will
take adviee from me; stil, I do hope
that such reports would not find a place
in  our newspapers. .ny reasunable
measure in connection with reform will
receive 1wy cordinl suppuert. I am an
abstainer myself. and 1 shouald be glad to
see everyone else the same, because I
think it is an utter and wicked waste of
money. that which is speni on wine,
spirits. and heer: and while I do nof see
in the present circumstances, in the pre-
seni state of eduecation, that we should
he able to wnake people sober, we should
at least be ahle to limil or reslrier the
wasle ot mouey which fakes place in this
direetion. T am certaiu that if e enor-
mous amount of mouey spent here
liquor were spent in other direstians, such
as the building of lLouses and the employ-
ment of labour, it would be exeeedingly
more beneficial to the whole Stale. T do
not know that I care to say anything more
at the present lime: I have given lhese re-
marks on ibe spur of the moment. T
sec an lLion. member opposite looking at
e elock Lo renind we that wy few words
are extending into a speech, I must apol-
ozise if 1 have transgressed, but I trust
other lowr, members will address (hem-
selves to the adoption of he Address-in-
Reply. T am sure they cannot cuarrel
with the words in whielh the motion is
couched. and therefore 1 see no reason
why it should net be ngreed to. T only
hope in conelusion that the praver of
the Speech will he amply fulfilled. I
sometimes think there is an immense
waste of time in vonnection with the pas-
sage of legislation. [ am not referring io
this House, but to suine hon. members in
another place who air their opinions for
the benefit solely of their constituents; but
T think there are some matters which the
legislature might well digest ana con-
sider in order to promote the tmmal and
physical welfare of the State az a whole,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : Before addressing myself to
the subject matter of the Address-in-Re-
ply I should like tv add my tribute of re-
spect to the memory of the late Sir Geurge
Shenton, I feel it would be ditheult for
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us to peint lo a man who wonld be mare
missed in the public and charitable life of
Perth, and whose memory will always be
assoclated with the thonght that he was a
man who was kind to the couniry which
was kind te him. Dealing with the Speech
which has been read to us by His BExcel-
lency the Governor, I want first of all to
eongratulate my friend the hon. Mr.
Randell, vpon, I was going to say his
annua! or periodieal rejuvenation, which
oceurs during every recess, and I was go-
ing to add. like a giant refreshed with
wine, but 1 will withdraw that becanse I
know he wonld objeet o that simile. But
he comes back. as T say, with se mueh en-
thusiasm in regard {o the subject matter
of his speech that he makes me, who have
one or two small points to envil at, feel
like one old before his lime. T trast, how-
ever, that the rejuvenation will go on for
many years to come, I was pleased—
whether it were put into the mouth of His
Excelleney o whether he spoke it out of
of s own heart—-at the graeeful tribute
paid to the pevple of Western Australia
in his Kxcellenexy’s speech with regard to
the warmth of his reception. T feel that
while that reception was a tribote to the
present {lovernor it was nu less a trihute
to the eme who hat just departed; be-
cause on the favourable impression ere-
ated by the preceding Governor undoubt-
edly much of the warmth of (hat recep-
lion relied. Still, while on this subjeci, T
do think that the Government of the
day s=hould see to it tbat on {unture ocea-
sions the reception and swearing-in of ar-
riving Governors shoald be purely a State
fonetions, Tt is a pity that sueh powers
and privileges should be delegaled 1o any
ather body., While T recognise (he fuoll im-
portanee of the eapital eity of the State,
I do not think that it sheuld be left to any
nnunicipality to swear in any Governor of
the State.

The Calonial Secretary: The municip-
ality did noi swear him in.

Hen. W, KINGSMILL: No; hut they
had control of the ceremony. Now. in ye-
uard to the Premiers’ Conference—and [
see T must no lonzer call it a Premiers
Conference, becanse it has been dignified
hy the nawie of inler-State Conterence—I

regret extremely, and ¥ think it is a matter
for general regret. that it has been neces-
sary to make a lengthy adjournment of
Parliament. T think sueh an adjonrument
should not be necessary. There is ample
precedent for its not being necessary. [n
the first year in which I came into Parlia-
ment one of the conventions which re-
gulted in the Federation of Australia was
held. and the then Premier, who—and [
say it without prejudice-—hulked very
mels more largely in the then Parliament
than have any of his suceessors. found it
necessary to go away, and delezated lis
duties threugh the session—a short ses-
ston, huf still o session of Farliament—
to the acting-I'remier of the day. In the
part nf Western Mlusiralia whieh I lave
the honour to represent there is a good
deal ot feeling with rcaard to ihe neces-
sity of Parliament dealing with the affairs
of ihe coumniry as speedily as possible.
And 1 think that. at all events, the debate
on the .\ddress-in-Reply — while it
has perhaps ne particalarly definite re-
sult always has, to my mind, the result of
placing nemibers on both  sides of the
varions  questions  in o betier humour
throngh having  expressed their eonvie-
fions—might have heen finished hefore the
adjournment was sought.  However, we
have to take these things as we find themn,
and I ean only regret that the operations
of Federation make it absolutely neces-
sary that a represenlative should go from
thig Stale. Let us hope that the treatment
which ihis State and all the other States
will receive from the present Federal Gov-
crnment will be more reasonable than that
which they lave hitherto received; and
that the delegates will he able to arrive at
a hasis of understanding which will make
the Premiers’ (‘onference, as they used to
be, instead of a strenuous fight for State
rights, more a pleasant inferchange, amid
delightful surroundings, of ideas discus-
zed in an amicable and non-excited man-
ner. One of the mosi prominent features
of the Speech—and rightly so—is the al-
lusion to ihe agrienltural development
which is taking place thronghout Western
Australia. And L think evervbody realises
thai the Speceh is modest in this respect;
that it has not put the case too strongly,
nar gone too far in the statement of at-
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fairs as they stand, or in hopes of ile
futire, We koow what an amount of in-
terest is being taken in  Western Aus-
tralian land. not only by our own residenis
but by those outside Western Australia.
And while it 15 an undoubted faet that a
gomd deal of the quietness which exists
in Perth and*Tremantle is due to this
agvienltural development, to the faet that
many people ave sending their money
away inte the conniry for the develop-
ment of the land—money which they used
to put infe eity speenlations—we must
hear this philesopbically, kunowing as we
do that it will eome back to them tenfuld.

Houn. J. W. Langsford: Do you think
it will?

Tion, W. RINGSMILL: [ do nat rhink
theve is any possible doubt about it. If
the hon, zentleman only thinks for one
moment and compares the elreumslances
of Western Australia with (hose of the
Eastern Stafes: if hie takes the land here
and eommpares it in point of produetivity
—and, after all, it is the only reliable
eomparison that ean he made—I think he
will find it necessary to multiply the land
in Western Australia by two or three he-
fore it approaclies the value of the land
in the Eastern States, This heing =0, I do
not Lhink it possible that the value of the
Jand will go down. T think the valne of
the land here must appreciale. and op-
preciate to a considerable extent.

Hon. J. W, Lang=ford: [ only wanted
vonu 1o elabarate.
lon, W, KINGSMILL: Thank you.

Nuow, theie is one point in regard to land
settlement which T note wiith a zond deal
ot pleaswre.  The Stale from which I
eame in the tirst place was a bright and
shining example of what survey hefore
selection could do for the agricultural
induztry.  But [ would like here to speak
a woril of warning to the (Government:
amld that 15 thac they should not over-
survey these lands, A little time baek 1
was taking a trip to the westward of the
(ireat Southern, and I noticed where land
was heing cut up for seleetion the hloek=
were far too small. The land was white-
gnm country, and not particularly high-
ela==, and it was being very cavefully =ub-
divided inte 200 or 300-acre hlocks, [t

was palpably absurd. To make a living
on that land ihe selector would want a
block of about 2,000 aeres: and given a
black of that =ize he would find it inter-
seeted in xeveral divectinns hy ronds, in
respect of which he would have 1o apply
for the closure.  And not alone is this
a serions point. hecause le would have
te pay halt survev tees om a grear many
more lines (han be should have 1o pay
for, I hope. therefore, that the Lands
Department will give parficnlar atten-
liou to this question. T have often won-
dered who dictated the poliey of 1he sur-
vevs to be made. Tt iz es~ential. | think,
when surveving is heing done thar this
pelicy should be laid down hy zentlemen
who are hetter aequainted with the agri-
cultural eapabhilities of the epuntry than
are the survevors thewselves. 0f rourse.
the swrvevors. being only human, de not
like Lo shift camp without doing as many
miles of smrvex as possible.  And so, if
{lke matter be left in their hands. (hex en-
deavour—and legitimately so—to, do as
mueh work in one eamp as possible. and
1o et paid for as many miles of line as
poszgible. Noaw, with vegard to the export
facilities which ave heing provided for
meat. wheat, and fruit. Some little tine
awo I had the honour to introduce a de-
putation which waited upon the present
Minister for Lands and presented o him
a petition, siened hy a  verv vepre-
sentative number of pastoral prodocers
of Western Anstralia, with regard to this
very provision for the export facilities
far meat, And they ealled the attention
of the Minister to what is just ax true
now as it was then. namely, that hefore
providing lavishly for thece export neces-
sities lie should endeavour to do szome-
thing for thase people whno are livine in
the Srate, A project went throngh—T
mirht almost say slipped through-—DPar-
liament last segsionn which provided tor
the erection of extensive abatloirs at
XNorth Fremantle. The deputation which
T had the honour to  inteoduce was
thoronghly vepresentative. and the peti-
tion which they presented wns even more
repregentative. They wished that the
Government should eive some ennsidera-
tion to the question of ahatioirs at Mid-
land Junetion.
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The Colomial Seeretary: These ahat-
toirs will provide for hoth.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: T do not 1hink
the hon. gentleman i< nuite right there:
and for this reason: this seheme provides
that with regard to the Novthern parts of
the State provision shall he given to them
in the way of floating ahatroivs for ex-
port purposes.  Therefore we may take
it, 1 think-~there ave those lere who can
contradict me if I am wrong—in regand
10 the wreat cattle-praducing areas of the
North that the export irade will not
touch Fremautle,  Furthermore, T think
it ix an ondoubled faet also that with
regard to the fattening padidecks, there
is more probahiliiy of getting sueh areas
in proximity fo Midland Jnuetion 1han
will be found to be the case at Fremantle.
Taking all these things into constderafion:
and ltaking also the faet (hat Midland
Junetton is the junetion of our most un-
portant railways. and having regard to
the eondilion of the poor heasts them-
selves—for il mmst be remembered that
after the traffic once enters the suburban
avea it hecomes congesied and has some-
times to he delaved —I think the elaim of
those centlemen, representing as they did
a verv large proportion of the producers
of the State, should have met with a little
more eonsiderafiou at the hands of the
Minister than 1t did. He nuite refunsed
to listen to it. T hape, however, that atter
thinking the matter over he will be guided
by better impulses, and give to the pro-
jeet that vomsideration whieh the import-
ance of the subject demands, which, [
think. was a reasonable requesi by the de-
mationisi= amd  the petitioners,  Un-
doubtedly the most important part of the
Speech is that whieh deals with the f-
nanees of the Siare, and the Speech is
g hopefnl in tone that the Government
of the day have not thonght it necessavry
to point saf any way in which the pre-
gent drift towards fwrther deficit is tn he
abviated.

The Cotonial Seereiary: Thai will come
in the Bndget.

Hoen, W. KINGSMILL: Quite so, hut
T should have thonght it would be placed
in 1he Guvernn’s Speeech. However, T
am glad of one thing, that i=—T look upon
this matter with a melancholy juy—that

the ease of fthose members whe opposed
this iniquitens imposition from which we
are now suffering, the land and hicome
tax, has heen proved up fo the hilk. One
of the first uhjeetions of those members
to 1he tax was thal it was absolutely in-
idequate, anel it has proved iself so pal-
pahly  inadequate  that the Government
would not have the slizhtest instifieation
For endeavouring Lo wmeet the dvift T have
spoken of by The imposition of further
direci taxation. 1 do unt think for a
momenf that can meel the ease; hecause
if the Government impose such raxation
in the direelion already existing as would
meet the case, undoubtedly the wheels of
Western Australia would elogy  and be
stoppedt at onee, [ Feel, and T have no
doubt that a mumber of memhers who
opposed [his {ax feel with me. that we
were ip the right when we said thar this
tax wonld not fulfil ils objeet; and fur-
thermore, T am afraid that what we pro-
phesied has come to pass. namely, that
it would cause a good deal of depreaia-
tion in the property of that part of ihe
State mosi hardly hit. It is difficult for
any (foverumeni. perhaps, to find any
way out of the diffienlty other than this
Government. is laoking for, that is {0 sav,
Ainisters say, “Our finances are perhaps
an the wrong side, hut the prospects ave
bright and all we ¢an do is Lo <t still
uniil things right themselves’”: and upon
my word, 1 am inclined to agree with
them, that thingx will right themselves.
I think that ihe resources of this country
were never hetter, or were never heing
more energelically or quiekly developed
than they are fo-day. | think thag per-
haps metropolitan and suburban  parts
have xone—if | may use the expression
—a liftle bit aliead of themselves, bui T
have no doubt thai the prosperity of the
State will enable them i{o vight them-
selves before very many vears are over,
There is some menlion—well, | cannot
say there is meniion, but there is a sort
of muderlying idea in one or {wo para-
araphs of the Speech that eivil sevviee
retrenclnpent nay he brought about, In-
deed there is more ihan an idea heeanse
there is an implication, for this reason—
the hours of (he civil servants have heen
lengthened, that is. ¢ivil servants, assuming
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the rate of work iz constani—I assume
that it is .invariably constant: that is the
tronble—are doing about S per eent. more
work now than they were; and that,
of eourse, implies that 8 per cent. of them
arc not wanted; and that 8 per cent. off
the somewhat large salaries bill we have
to pay would be a considerable saving.
Huwever, the worst of it is that had tinles
are Invariably not the times for retrench-
ing the eivil service, 1f we can find a
Government that have the foresight and
strength of will to make this retreneh-
ment in the eivil service when fimes are
goad, the State. [ think, ean eongratulate
itself; and any Governmen{ are justified
1 shrinking from the expedient of throw-
ing vut on a eold world, shall 1 say, those
.centlemen who ltave been veared in the
lap of luxury. who liave heen so many
years in the eivil serviee that even in zood
times the world may prove somewhat
harsh to them. Very murh more so in bad
times would any Government shrink from
turning any of these rentlemen out of
their eomfortable posifions. Tt would
ouly make the bad times worse, T think,
amd I hope and trust sueh an expedient
will not be availed of. With regard to
.the hours of the eivil servants, T thonght
that the Premier the other day lost o very
good  chanee—spenking now only on a
matter of tactiecs—of endearing himeelf
for ever by giving away what praciically
amounts to nothing. and T hope that be-
fore longz he will see his way clear fo
wiving that half-bour on Saturday from
12 to 12.30 o’clock, which means a eood
deal to the civil servants and which, T am
satisfied under the exisling arrangement.
means so very litlle in the way of more
work accomplished. T de net say that
the c¢ivil <ervants will do less. but 1 ean
eaxily Imagine that the process of knock-
g off, which may take a few minutes at
ovdinary limes. may possibly streteh over
from twenty minutes to half-an-hour,

Hon, J. W, Langsford: Tt is from
12,30 to 1 o'cloek von speak of.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: T am alluding
lo the half-hour extra they are asked to
work on Saturdavs,

Hon. J. W, Langsford: They have now
to work fill 1 oclock.

ITon, W, KTNGHMILL:  That makes
the case twice as had. i any rate there
1s half-an-honr whieh T think might very
well be given to them. I sin enrious with
an intense cutiosity to ~ee what the Gov-
ermnent proposals are wilh regard to the
amendment of the Public Service Aet.
Tndoubtedly some of the deeisions whieh
have avisen nuder that et are diffieult
in the extreme: and that the Aet needs
amendment is undoubtedly true; bul with
some little experience of the measnre and
after thinking for a cousiderable time
over the possibilities of amending it, I
wmnst say that, beyond taking the very es-
sence vut of the Aet. I do not see lhat
very nmeh hsprovement ¢an be worked
by any miner amendment. However, I
shall possess myv =oul in patience until
the Bill iz hroughi dewu, and then 1 as-
sure the Colonial Secvetary [ shall read
il with a great deal of interest.

Hon. G. Raundell: The Governtent are
woing to take eontrol,

Hou, W, KINGSMILL: If that is so
it practicaliy means the abolition of the
Tuhlie Service Act. if the Government
are going Lo resume control.  Personally,
I think it i» the best way out of the dif-
fienlty, far and away the best, beciuse I
lonk upen the present system in vozue in
the public serviee as only tending to a
display of mediverity mn the publie ser-
vice, Under the present svstem of classi-
fication the public service is no place
for a brilliant man. and that is wrong: I
maintain that the service of the State
should be the best place in the State for
a brilliant wan. that more opporrunities
should offer 1o him in that vocation than
in any other: but T do wot think that any
person eau reasonably  and  trorhtully
say that state of affairs exists in '\ estern
Australia under one present Public Ser-
viee MAet. The bad times we are passing
thronzh are sowmewhat serions. wmwove es-
peetally in comiection with some ol the
needs of the State, and I will anly deal
with one or two matters that oceur in
the depariment of the Leader of rhis
House. The hon. gentleman himeelt will
realise., what T reali~ed lono ago when T
vecupied the position he doex to-day, that
there are several things badly wanted in
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hiz department. Oue of those is a new
eanl in Western Australia.

The Colenial Seeretary: It i»
watited g0 mueh now as in vour time,

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: 1 see. When
I was in power justice must hive leen
dealt out with a more vigorous and a
severer hand than il is now, or probably
the police under the control of the Col-
ontal Seeretary mu=t let the prisoners
eseape. However, the hon. zenileman
must admit that the prison at Fremantle
is hecoming hopelessly out of date, and
not only that, bur the possibility of em-
ploying prisoners at Fremantle is hecom-
ing more difficull every year. [ sappose
that aboul 80 per ceni. of those persons
who frequent ihe Fremantle prison are
persons to whom it is mo pood effering
gkilled employmeni.  The only wok
thex can do 1s hard wanual laboui, and
the only . opportunities for employing
them on hard manual labour about the
Fremantle prison now are very small in-
deed. I hope the time is not far distant
in Western Australin when we shall he
able to afford to build a prison, say, on
the face of the Darling Range or some-
where within reasonable distance of the
capital that may be an objeet lesson lo the
other Stales and may ewhody all ibe
latest improvements, as has been done
m other directions also n the hon. genile-
man’s department, that is (o s=ay in the
Claremont Hospital for the Insane and in
the Old Men’s Home. Another bnilding
hadly wanted, and for which T uander-
stand provigion is heing made, is tor the
purpose of honsing the indigent old
women in the State. I understaml zome-
thing is being done in that diveetion, and
T lope that what is heine done wili prove
satisfactory. T notice thai wunicipal sab-
sidies are to he s{il further reduced. [
fake it it is a good thing: T take it that
the people of ihe State living v um-
eipalities aud in read distriets and living
all over the place are learning, and will
have to learn. 10 be more dependent on
their twn rezources. Again, I congratn-
late the l.eader of the House upon the
gstand le Ttas taken up with regard to the
reductions in the hospitals. T krow from
the past experience T have had of (e
small reduetions which T have eacried ont

not

[COUXCLL]

at various times in the ¢ost and in the
shutting up of hospitals the very diffienlt
path the hon. gentleman is starting out
on. | know the appeals to his good
nature will he innumerable, and that final-
ly. when the appeals fail, he will be
pamled as a most mhuman monsier; but
I feel that e wil swrvive and pull
through and thai he will stizk to the point
he is aiming at.  1f the Govermmnent ad-
here to (he attiluwde they are taking up,
only paying for ihe indigent patients
while the distriet pays tor e ret, then,
I think that the (roubles that arvise should
he al an end; because if the Movernment
pay for ihe indigent patients and if
those who are aot indigent pay tor them-
selvex, 1l should throw a very light bor-
den on the people of any distriet. | hope
the economy which will be made in this
diveeiion will be a real one. There is a
very interesting programme of legisla-
tion pul forward, and the first thing that
strikes the eye is the proposed reduction
in the franchize of this Chamher. Now
it s a funny positien to find that the
Leader of the House and myself have
changed places on this auestion, only I
claim that 1 have a good dea! more justi-
fieation for my opposition to this pro-
posed reduetion in the franchise—I have
no lesitation in saying thai there will
he opposition from me—than he had in
1904, Tt = an untortunate thing per-
haps Lhat the Government’s seheme —I do
uot know (o what extent thev are wedded
to it, nor the extent of enthusiasm possess-
ing them on the question—hut it is almost
a pity that at the very time, practically
ot the same time the Goveinar's Speech
iz read embodyving this proposal for o re-
dueclion of the franehise. notice of mntion
war given in ancther place that tle Par-

“liament of Western Australia on and after

a eertain date, ot even from the passing
of the motion, perhaps—so confidently is
it worded—shall he unicameral.  When
we find such a thing as that heing seri-
ausly  diceussed. T take it ar is nn en-
eouragement for those in thi= Chamber—
and T elaim the members of thi= Clamber
have the interests of Western Anstiralia
as mmeh at heart. and furthermore, are
Just as mueh anxions to know what these
inferests are, ns memhers of anotlier place
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ALY gAY

e e he mer
neon 1t be

10O,

k it is ot
in e first place o the pars of {he (iov-
erinnent who should he the lust peuple
to make sueh a move, with a mnation for
the reduetion of the Frauchize, and on
the other hand on the part of the Oppo-
sition with a motion for the abolition of
this Chamber. [ take it that to anvone
withont a =ense of homour the poesition
would appear desperate, hut, =till, I have
hopes that this Chanmber will survive the
artacks. Added to that hope there is the
wording in the paragraph in (he Gover-
nur's Speech 1elalivg lo the question of
the franchise of the Upper Honge. |
see, however, o referring to the Speech,
that this particular veference applies not
so much to the franchise as to (he redis-
tribution of seats. I take it, however,
that the twe will go together and they are
spoken of as ocenrring in the near future.
Whenever one sees the words “in lhe near
future” in the Governor’s Speeel he may
take it for granted thai no definite action
will be taket in the watter for at least
two years.

The Colonial Seeretary: That has ve-
ference tu the redistvibution of seals.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: I hope they
will g0 logether. Although the question of
the franchise precedes the other I trust
the reference applies 1o both. Of course
I am subject to evrrection. but T hope T
am eorrect in faving that the question of
the rednetion of the franchise will nat
precede that of the rvedistribution of seats.
As to that saine redistribution, it is a sub-
ject which any Government may  well
shrink from. Let we counsel the Leader
of the House that when (his Bill is being
digcussed he should avold it as if it were
the plague, for ance he gets hrougld into
a discussion upen it I ean assure him it
wifl be worse than that “fifteen” puzzle,
which was =0 popular some time aga. Just
as one thirks the nnmbers ave all vight or
that the boundarvies tit in. =wme person
will point out that there is vne of the most
elaring diserepancies whieh had been lost
siehtt of, Then all the work has to he done
over agaie. Fvery fre<h man who comes
up will show fresh dizevepancies. It is
intpuessible really to please anyone with a
Redistribution of Seatz Bill. and unless
it s absolutely neces<ary T lmipe the fTov-

nment will not undertake 1, With regard
to the Livensing Bill, which the (Govern-
nient propese to introduce, I was pleased
to zather from the remarks uof the Pre-
mier at Bunbury that the Bill, if it fol-
Iows the lines he laid down, is uvne which
van he ueeepted. I think, very freely hy all
exeept thase who are extremisis. Of course
the extremists, either o one side or the
other. will aceept nothing. There are
peopde in the world who Inok upon a pub-
lican as a eriminal, and there always will
he =ome of those people. while on  the
uther baud there arve those who thiok the
noblest aim of man is o sell his fellow-
men liquor. With neither of these parties
do 1 agzree, awl it a Bill is brought for-
ward which satisties the general publie of
Western Anstralia the Government should
he satisfied with it, and that is all they
should aim at. .\ Bill framed on the lines
indieated by the Premier at Bunbary, if
brought down, will prove aeceptable to
this Chiamber and should become law with-
ont diffientty 5o Joug as the session is in-
definitely prolonged. How on earth the
Leader of tle House expects to get a Li-
censing Bill, necessarily a pretty big Bill,
especially when it is considered that in
addition to the parent measare ihere are
12 or 13 amending Aets——

The {‘olonial Secretary: There are mora
than that.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: Well, iow the
Minister can expeet to get a Bill of this
magnitude aud enntentions nature through
botls Houses in one session is beyond my
imagination. To-day the Minister 1s giving
notice, as was mentioned in the Speech,
of a Bill to cunsulidate and amend the
laws relating o public health. This is the
tifthh ov sixth vear that the Bill has heen
before the Lesislature in one form or an-
other, but shll it does not get through.
Let me point out. a< I have done on many
oevasions previensly, thal here is a divec-
tton in which economy can he exereised
hy the Government if only thev would in-
duce Parliament to take reasonabhle steps
with regard to measures of this deserip-
tion, Tt is a sort of “King Charles” head”
to me. when 1 allude. as | so frequently
have. to the greut necessily that exists,
from motives of commonsense and eco-
noy, for adopfing that motion with re-
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gard to lapsed Bills which exists in the
Commonwenlth, The case of the Health
Bill is a good illustration in point. If the
cost of prinling it and all its amendments,
printing the interminable debates in Han-
sard, the cost of the witnesses examined,
before the various select committees whicl
have sat on the matter, and all other ex-
penses in conneetion with the measure
were added up, I am sure they would total
thousands of pounds; while if a Standing
Order had been adopted, such s that in
the Cowmonwealth Parliament, whieh is
protected by every safeguard which ecan
he thought of, an amended Health Bill
would have been the law of the land long
envugh ago. I venture to predict there will
be the same trouble in counection with the
Licensing Bill. It may sound like Satan
reproving sin, but there Is a tendenev to
loguacity in the present Parliament, an
ever-increasing tendency, which renders
it almost impossible te get a measuare of
any size, or of a contentious uature,
through both Houses in one session, That
being so I intend later on in the session
to bring forwacd the motion this House
carried, but which was rejected, I nnder-
stand, on very trivial grounds hy another
place, so that we may have a chance of
at least eonformiug to what I maintain
are dictaies of common sense and econemy
in this direction. With regard to this very
matter of licensing, may I suggest to the
Leader of the House that when this Bill
is to be brought down it will add very
much Lo the shortening of (he debate. and
very much fo the easy comprehension of
the measure, if the Government were to
do a little unofiicial compilation. so to
speak. on their awn acenunt., and furnish
wembers of holh Houses with eopies of
the Bill tzelf, and with copies prepared
by the Crown Law Depactment of the Bill
as it would appear if eompiled. T have
always (hought, and [ think rightly =o.
that the more one lets people know abont
any Bill the more yuickly it woes through
Parliameni. It always pays to take a good
deal of trouble in this House in explain-
ing any measnre very thoronghly—I
found it =u—and in giving mewmbers every
chance of finding oat all about the Bill
I may be taken to task for vain vepeti-
tion. but [ desire again to refer lo the
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action of the Crown Law Department in
sending Bills withont marginal notes to
thiz House.

The Colonial Seeretary: The Bills will
have marginal notes this session.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I amn very
pleased to hear that, and hope the de-
partment will go further and see thac
wembers ave furnished with what is really
a consolidation, an unofieial eonsolida-
tion, of the licensing laws. As members
must know, if for the purposes of com-
pavison one has to bunt through 14 or 15
Aects it is almost impossible for him, if net
a lawyer—and even for a lawver. unless
he is paid to do suel a thing—to get a
thorough grasp of the meaning of the
various measures. T hope the Minister will
take this suggestion, to use a familiar
phrase, in the spirit in which it is meant.
I have taken up tle time of the House
unicenseionably. and let me eonclude by
saying that T think Lhe Governov’s Speech
is a good one. In most things it is fairly
reasonable, and althouglk no definite
scheme for overcoming the present finan-
cial position is laid down, yet the attitude
the Government have taken up, the stead-
fastness of policy imbued in them by their
helief in the State, is fully justified, and
T think with them that if we fear not, hut
hold on our conrse, the course the (rovern-
meunl arve pursning. prosperily will ceme
to meet us, I feel certain {hat even within
the next few menths confidence—and
aftev all that is prosperity, because it is
not exacily what a mian owns or what he
does, but it i~ the faith that the business
people have in the community that makes
wood or bad times—will he restored. the
State will po abead. and a position of
affaivs arise whieh will replace Weslern
Aunsivalia in a state of  prosperity ot
second to that wlieh we enjoved somne
vears ago, 1 have mueh pleasure in sup-
porting the Address.

Hon.R.W.PEXNEFATHER (North):
I have listened with great pleasure to
the speeches made by Mr. Randell and
Ay, Kingsmill.  If there is one charac-
teristic that commends itself to members
in this House in respect to the Governor’s
Speech, without having regard to its com-
prehensive natuve and its loeidity, it is



[3 Acuusr, 1909.] 47

the faet what it is pervaded hy a spirit
of optimsm, which Mr. Kingsmill very
rightly lays stress upon, for after all, the
finaneial position we ave in is nothing of
snclt great moment as to make us feel
down-hearted. Where is a man in a busi-
ness communily whoe, if he finds his af-
fairs ave, as he thinks, a little involved.
but only 1o the extent of one month’s
reveitue, wonld become very down-heart-
ed; vel sueh is the condition of 1he affairs
of thixz Stale, for the detieit does not prae-
ticaily exceed one monlh’s revenne. We
have notbing to be afraid of, more par-
ticularly when we are aware of the greal
laieni resourees of the Stale. In that
respee! 1 Tope that the Government will
oot further postpone the commencing of
the Port Hedland railway., Tenders have
already been adjourned tor o month from
the 20th July o the 20th Augnst, and I
think there will he no further atfempt
to postpone the stavling of that work.
for [ van tell the Honse thar affairs in
the Port Hedland and Marble Bar dis-
trieis are almosi entirely dependent npon
this line heing put threngh. The sooner
a start i+ made the betier for the pros-
perity of the distriet and the advance-
ment of Western Australin generally. T
wonld like to say a few words on the in-
dication of the opinions of the Govern-
ment, contained in the following words
of the Speech, “In order to liberalise
the qualifientions of the electors of the
Legislative Council and thus to bring that
branch of the Legislaiure more elosely
into toueh with popular desires and
aspirations.” I fail to see any evidence
of popular desive and aspiration to inter-
fere with the franchise for this House,
1 am aware, and no doubt wembers are
alzo, that there is a pretey large body of
people whe would like to annihilate this
Chamber, and who have aspirations to
that end, but that elass of persons will
not he very serivusly taken into consider-
ation, | take it. by members of {his House.
We are mindful of the fact that at the
present a persun wlte pays rent of even
10s. a week has power to vote for ihis
Chamber. and yet it is proposed that this
amount shall be cut down by 2s. a week.
This is a mnst dangerous tyvpe of legis-
lation. For it iz tinkerinz with the Con-

stitution for no other purpose than to
placate a section of the community which
will not be sarisfied until it overlurns this
Cliamber altogether. I have a shrewd sns-
picion that when the Premier was drafi-
ing that clavse one might have seen a
merry twinkle in his eye, and I have no
donht some of the other Ministers, and
pethaps our own Leader might have said,
“What 1= the use of hringing it into the
dizeussion now " Then the Premier. per-
haps. lovking suavely, wmight have re-
mnrked, “Duv yon not know it is neces-
sary that we should have not mily pad-
dinge in this Speech, bul that we should
be able to provide a little pleasant diver-
sion for the wwembers of our Chanber to
engage in a comnmon light against the
oilier Clinnber: in other words, 1t will
wet rid of criticism for ihe time being.”
1 do not know whether that is the actoal
vontention, hut when the Premier takes
this measure in hand 1 doubt whether he
will ftind that strong backing to support
the reduction. [ zav it advisedly that the
necessity for the reduetion of the fran-
¢hise w1 this Chamber is nul sincerely
felt by anyone who wishes it well. Why,
it would bring it to suech a piteh that
we night as well say, *Why stick at a
few shallings: why not wipe ont {he quali-
fication altogether: then there would be
two Chambers with the same qualifica-
tion. With rezard to the office of the
Agent General, we have had no intima-
tion of who is likely to fill it, but no doubt
it will be filled within ihe next two or
three months, and whoever does fll it
will act upon the opinions expressed not
vbly in this Chamber but in another place,
and completely reform that department.
I think for the efficient and proper per-
formance of the duties of that office,
everyone in it, from'the head to the mes-
seuger hov, shonld cmne from Western
Australia, and have a personal knowledge
of the resources of the State. 1 am told
that in the Canadian office in London
nearly every person conpected with it is
a (‘anadian born. You ean quite under-
stand that the people whe make inquiries
there expeet to see someone or speak to
zomeone who has, nol a {heoretical know-
ledge of the subject, but a practical know-
ledge, and a personal aeguaintanee with
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the State; and it would be much to the
advantage of Weslern Australia and the
efficiency of the department if it were
filled with men from this State. These
appointments, too, could be held out as
an inducement, as a reward for services
well and faithfully rendered in the State.
I am glad indeed I have the oppor-
tonity of complimenting the Government
upon doing a piece of jusiice to the
North-West in despatching that very
able and emergetic experl, Mr. Despeissis,
toe report upon the prospects of tropieal
culture in those parts. [ am sure (hat
action will lead to a vast amount of good,
That officer will be able to furnish the
Government with such a satisfactory re-
port that they will see fheir way to com-
mence operations there. Witlh refereuce
to the new goldfield discovered in the
Northern Territory, and whieh is aboat
180 miles from Hall’s Creek, the
nearest port to that gurdfield I am told
will be Wyndhom. Evidently every effort
will he made by the South Aunstralian
invernmient to try and divert the {raffie
from that field to Port Darwin. 1 think,
if the Governmeni of this State are wise,
they will take the initiative, and so to
speak, blaze the track from Hall’s Creek
as far as they ean into this new terri-
tory, and bring the porl of Wyndham to
within easy distanee of it. There is an
excellent road from Wyndham to Hall’s
Creek, and it only requives to be made
now to this goldfield. ( think then we
might secure the trade that will eventn-
allv follow from the discovery of the
new goldfield. 1t is pleasing to find that
the affairs of the State ave at present
heing managed in a very sensible and
enthusiastic manner by the Goverument,
and I would say before T sit down that
the Government are entitled tn every con-
sideration for the way in whieh they have
so far safeguarded the inlervests of the
State at the various conferences which
have already bheen heid. The last con-
ferenee resnlted in a resolution  being
passed which was mainly advocaled, and
well advocaled too, by the Premier and
the then Treasurer, Mr. Trank Wilson,
and which will result in a large sam of
money being for a leng period devoted to
the assistance of this State, to tide if over

its financial diffienlties inte which it has
been plunged by our advent into Federa-
tion, The sum of money is £230,000,
annually, tapering off at the rate of
£10,000 a year for a period of 25 years.
This sum totals over three millions, and
it will be what the State will receive if
the resolution is carried into effect. T
sineerely hope, and I hope you, Mr. Pres-
ident, and every member in this Chamber
also hopes, that this Conference will en-
dorse that resolution, when, to some ex-
tent, we will be able to look cheerfully
forward to sowething tangible to assist
us out of the dilemma in which our too
impetnons action plunged us, at the time
we entered Federation, niud when we were
ot prepared tu do so.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (Bast): I
desire 1o emphasise the position that I
shall take up with regard to one or two
points  mentioned  in  the Governer's
Speech, and which have been touched
upon by members who Lave already
spoken.  In passing, [ would like io en-
dorse all that has been said with regacd
to the goud qualities off Admiral Bedford,
and also the Iovalty that 1T and other hon.
members alwayvs feel we owe to the repre-
seiflative of the King, and fo add how
plensed we were that on this occasion we
had a Governor amongst us to open Par-
liament. T sincereiv (rusi also that we
shall conlinue for many years to eome
te have a direel representative appointed
[rem the old country to come amongst
us and open Parlinment, With vegard to
the few point= | shall refer to. I would
appland the remarks made this afternoon
hy Mr. Randell on the subject of the
speech delivered by the Premier at Buu-
bury. That was a very full statement of
the great and varied inlerests and the
magnificent assets that Western sustralia
has, and undonbtedly showed a very
lively interest and a firm grasp of all the
principal resources this country iz rely-
ing upon for its development. At the
present time the people are eoncerned
about the finaneial question and perhaps
the slight depression whieh is existing. T
eome from the eouniry. and it is very
pleasinge to And how many people. law-
vers, doctors, nnd athers in every walk of
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life. who at last mie heginning to realize
the uvpporianities fhar are awaiting their
attention, and the expenditure of eapital
in order {o reap a zood return. Ia tra-
vellinge throuch the conntry it is astonish-
ine (o find that Lhere are men who have
been associated with the soil for years
who are only just beginning to realise that
ey iles of land that in the past way
Iooked upon as warthless is lu-day piving
same of their finest returns,  Of ronrse,
thi~ n.eaus that every pound they can
wake in the way of profit and every
povind They can horrow is put back into
the soile with the resuli that it is em-
ploving ail ihe available labour there is.
There are opportunities for Jarge trade
in the fulure hoth in agrienltural imple-
meis and in the export of all rhat the
farmers are likely to produee, and the
development  must  hecome  snmethinge
enormows i a very short time.  The
manter in which the land of this conntry
leni= itself and responds (o impravement
i~ =imply marvellon=.  There is no doubt
that large areas of land which in days
avtie iy wax desnised is now fuund o
wive splendid rvesults, botlh in veeard 1n
cereals and the quantily of stoek thev ean
carry.  There are mauy instances that I
couhl wive where only a few vears haek
landd that was only eapahle of earrving
a small number of stock. after a verey
small amount of Improvement reason-
able iniprovement as we know it at pre-
sent—has heen rondered capahie of aori-
cultaval work, and carrving ai irast four
times the number of steek. This means
that in the Scuth-Western portion of the
State we will shortly have an enmmous
production of cereals, wool. and lamhs,
and I.am pleased indeed to know that
the Government intend to grapple with
the question of handling, becanse this is
one of the most serions matters for the
aericulturist.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 ta 7.30
p.m.}

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : When we ad-
Juurned for ten T was about to make a
few remarks with remard io the abattoirs
amul the arrangements ahout to be made
at Fremantle hy the Government. 1

wonld like 1o endorse the remarks of Mr,
Kingsmill, that there are, of course, those
who advocate other centres, and I do not
kuow that this is a question that has
heen fully gone into, No doubt, however,
the Government are well advised and ave
making their arvangzements for that centre
which, atrer due consideration, they have
decided upon  as  the most beneficial.
Personnlly. T have been a strong advoeate
for arvangetnents of the kind for a con-
siderable thine pasl. We know what it
will mean for the stoek  ftrade of the
sonthern distriete, and we know that that
trade ean only-be put npon a sarisfactory
hasis with the aid of some such arrange-
ment by the Governwent. T sincerely
hope that the Clovernment will consider
the question of these abattoivs at Midland
Junction at an eavly date. even though
it shonld lead to their duaplicating the
abattoire in ovder to have one at Midland
andt another at Fremantle, T would like
to take this opportunity of impressing
npon the Gavernment the very great im-
portance nf having the most up-to-date
plant in recard te this  establishment
which will be put in at Fremantle, and it
is just possible that I ean give them a
hing in this direction which might be of
some little use. T would remind them that
there is a verv comprehensive seheme of
i gl waluee now being construeted al
(teelongz, in Vietoria, and 1 do not know
that in zoine through the Eastern States
one would find a more up-to-date or more
complete system than ie there being in-
stalled right on the edge of the harbour.
We could alse rake some very good lessons
willi regard to the handling of wleat
from the arrangements they have in
Sydney. and from the svstem they are
instilnting along with the abattoirs at
Geelong.  The svstem in vopue at Wil-
liam=town is not. T think, as up-to-date
as {lwwe T have mentioned. and T think
that with recard to theze matters it would
he well if the Govermuent would call to
their aid men wha Lave heen used to the
trade: not only the departmental officers
to put down their systems from paper
ealenlations, hut men capable of goine
into the merits or demeriis of whatever
arrangemenis are heing made. Because
it i= the men who have 10 handle the stock
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who very often ean give the engineers or
draftsmen, or those who are drawing up
plans and specifications, some very good
informaiion. On this auestion of hand-
linge of wheat we recogmise that the sys-
temw in vogue at Fremantle in the past
is quite obsolete; and in the interests of
wheat growers who. from the prospeets
of the season that we now have upon us,
wnd which point to a record erop for the
State—~a bappy contingency rvendered
very much more certain by the hanutiful
rains thal we have just been receiving—
will have a fremendous entpur of wheat
this coming season., we do not want a
repetition of what happened in a small
wav at Fremantle last season. Tt is sin-
cerely to he hoped that the Government
will at least be able to see their way to
the making of hetier arrangements, and
the provision of better facilities for the
producars. With regard .to the changes
in the Ministry, T wish to econgratulate
the (tovernment upon the inclusion of Mr.
Mitehiell ag Minister for Lands. I think
that he is the right man in the right place.
T think he is a man who will bring a good
practical and energetic intevest to hear
upon the settlement of our lands. He
undonbtedly i an enthusiast. Between
Mr. Mitchell and Professor T.owrie, we
will, T feel confident, see some flrst-class
work done in the near future, or rather,
a continuation of the good work that has
been done hy the previnus Minister. With
regard to the new system heing inangu-
rated of sorvey before seleetion, T un-
doubtedly have always heen an advocate
of something of tbe kind: and, in faet.
T wonld go further in again making the
suggesfion that the extensivn of these
spur rathways throughout our lands and
the agricultural centres shonld be put
upon a system to be worked up to for the
next 20, A0, or even 30 vears. Tf some
large plan could be adopted at the present
time and surveys made of lines, which it
is boped will nltimately be completed, the
spur lines could be run along somewhat
in this direction. Jt would give a greater
confidence to the men seleeting land, and
would eneourage the settlement of large
areas: and in the end, when the various
seetions of the railways would be added
to and exiended from time (o time, and

worked up (o one complete system. it
would very materially reduce the cost of
the working expenses of the railways,
which otherwise—ihal is to say, if spurs
were run off in several other directions,
instead of working up to any one system
—will become a very expensive item. and
therefore. a greater tax upon the com-
munity,  With vegard to the sugpesied
alteration of the franchize for the Legis-
lative Conneil, when I was elected T de-
finitely announced to those electors who
supported me that I was against the pro-
position to reduce, in the slightest de-
uree, fhe Tranchise of the Legislative
Council. T feel the more convineed that
that atfitude is corvect when I realise that
so important to us is the present finanecial
relationship of the State to the Common-
wealth that the Parliament of the coun-
fry is to he hung up becaunse it is so neces-
sary that the Premier should go to the
Fastern States to safeguard owr finan-
cial interests. This, to my mind, proves
very conclusively the error that was per-
petrated in fhis country of allowing the
vote in respect of Federation to go to
those who had no stake of any deserip-
tion—of allowing it to be decided practi-
eally upon manhood suffrage. It seems
to me that many of the ills from which
we are suffering are due to the faet that
we have adopted the system of manhood
suffrage; and when we look at the eir-
cumstance that our representatives in the
Federal Senate are not required io have
any qualification beyond those in the
House of Representatives, and the further
cireumstance that we do not appear to
have any very great safegmard in that
Hoanse, it is seen to be the more essential
that the Legislative Counneil, in this State

at any rate. and indeed in the other '
States, should undoubtedly retain theiv
safeguard pending the eropping up at
various times of the question of State
rights. I hope that we will not reach any
very serions stage in this proposed de-
velopment, and that the matter will not
be proceeded with, but will be struck out.
With regard to the other matter which
has been mentioned, namely, that of
amending the liguor law, and the pro-
posed eurtailment of licenses on principles
heneficial to the community and equitahle



[3 Avgusr. 1909.] 51

to their interests, 1 hold the opinion that
il wouid he a very serious thing now to
interfere with vested interests. We have
granted licenses—I fear that too many
licenses have bheen granted, but T think
it would bhe a very serious thing, and a
very costly process to the country to in-
terfere in the matter.  And when we rea-
lise the vast strides that this country is
hound to make within the near future,
aml the progress and the increase in
population which has iaken place =o
rapidly during ihe last few years, I think
it wonld he just as well not to interfere
with the licenses already granted, but to
eontinne the Aet which we passed some
short time ago. aud egrant oo morve h-
ceitses.  \We wonld undoubtedly by that
wenns aveid having lo pay heavy com-
pensation or damages to any houses that
might he elosed. and T daresay it wonld
not mean an unfair taxation ou other
places which it might be found neeessary
to tax through the fact of one or fwo
neighhouring places being closed. 1 do
not wigh ro entey more into the matter of
the Speech at present, bul to hriefly eon-
gratulate the Government on the grasp
thex have of the requirements of the
comntry, I think they have been doing
splendid work. We have every confidence
that they are on the right road for de-
veloping the large pastoral and agricul-
tural interests, and wherever poussible
doiug all they ean or that the eountry can
expect of them in the way of developing
the resourees that are likely ta bnild up
the future prosperity of the Srate.

Hon, B MeLARTY (South-West): [
shaill content myselt with endovsing the
reiarks of previons speakers with regard
(o the appoiniment of oar present Guov-
ernor, but 1 desire alse (0 add my ap-
proval of the kindly remarks made with
reference 1o our late President, Sir Georae
Shenton. s a very old member of this
Honse, aad as one who ~at mnder his pre-
sideney for a number of years. I say that
ton much eannot be said in his praise.
When T entered the House as a young
member [ received a great deal of court-
esy and kindness from that hon. gentle-
man. and I am sure that not only the Par-
liament of this State. but the State of

Waestern Australia has lust one of its most
loxal and patriotic servanis. I also wish
to add my approval of the action of the
Premier. I think his aetion in refusing
the positior. of Agent-General has slamp-
ed him as a lrme and loyal son of the
State, It is a great temptation to a man.
who has all the worries that eertainly
must appertain to the position of Premier,
to be released from his worries and o to
London, as it were, abnost on a holiday
trip for a few vears. T think that a man
who will make this sacrifice and stiek to
his guns to see carried out the poliey he
has ipitiated shows that he has courage,
and ihai he is thoroughly sineere in what
he has undertaken. I am sure that his
aclion has met with the general approval
of (he peonple of thig country. One of the
most impartant matters the House will
have te deal with dutring the present ses-
sion 18 the ruestion of finanee. Tt is a
guestion to which I have given u good
deal of consideration. Perhaps my views
will not be in acenrd with those of many
oiher members of the House, hut T am
not afraid to express them, and to =ay
what 1 consider shiould be the right line
of policy for the Government to pursue
at the present tiwe. Of course we all re-
ecogmise  the ueed of living within ouwr
means, whether in a private or a publie
capacity, We do not want to go too fasi
an¢l exeeed our income, hut unfortunately
the State bas now a defieil of over £300,-
0N, which to soe people is very alarm-
ing, T do not regard this overdraft as a
very serions matter.  As one who travels
about the Stale and knows whal is going
an 1o the country distriets for miles east
and west, north and south. [ feel satisfied
thai the time is pot fac distant when this
eounniry will he able to wipe off the £300.-
000 with less difficulty than it can wipe
oft €23.000 to-day. T think the matter is
one the Governmeni must nat lake tao ser-
iously to heart. hecause [ can foresee in
the present vircuwstances of the Siate
that if an attempt is made, as ne doubt it
should be wade and will be made. to live
within our income and reduee this deficit,
a good deal of hardship will ensue. I
think it wonld be far hetter and wmore in
the intevests of the State to allow this de-
fieit to 1emain for three or fowr vears. It
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is not a matter that is costing the eountry
any interest: there is alwaxs a certain
ammaat of ewrrent revenue in hand.  In
my opinion we are trying o do too mueh
in too short a Hme. We are at present
paying £260,000 a year or thereabouts to
a Sinking Fund; that in itself is a heavy
impost on the people. Also we ave paying
off vur loan muneys at o pretly vapid rafe
under the Sinking Fund, and [ feel that
the enormons developments that arve tak-
ing place, and with the territory we have
to develop. it wounld be more i the in-
terests of the State for the Government to
be ablelo eome to the assistanee of in-
dnstries rather than to pinch in every
possihle way. and 1o some extent retnrd
the progress of the place. In regard to the
abolition of roads hoard grants, T know
that it is generally considered that it
should he a matter of lTocal vaxation, and
I think most hoards now—there way he
exceptions—are composed of men who
realise that the time has come when they
mus pat their hands in their pockels and
do at all events a fair and reasonable
thing to maintain their roads and improve
them in their own distviets. | am entirely
in aeccord with that, and [ (hink the roads
board in my distriet was one of the frst
to levy a rate, but at the samme time, with
the developments taking place in  the
country and with the new yoads reguired,
it would be a serious matter if the whole
of the roads board grants were withdrawn,
There was never greater need than at the
present time for the improvement and ex-
{ension of roads throughont agricultural
distriets,

The Colonial Secretary: Give the roads
hoards inereased powers of taxation and
make it up.

Hon. E. Me[LARTY : That is all very
well, but how mueh more taxation can
they stand? We have to put our hands in
our pockets to pay roads hoard taxes,
and then the Land Tax Conunissioner
comes along, and then we have to pav our
fand rents, and it seems to e we are
working for the greater part of the time
to pay rates and taxes. We want a litile
rmoney for development as well if we are
to improve our holdings, as every man
should do. A man wants every penuy he
e¢an put his hands on to do that, 1 am

satistied ihere are not many agrieulturists
at pre<ent who are putting hy credit hal-
anees in the bank or hoarding money and
not doing their duty io the land. As far
as [ am concerned in my small way, small
eompared with many  agrieulturists, I
cannot get one-half or one-tenth of the
nwoney 1 need to do the development T
want on my properties. Tt is not my for-
tune al all events to keep a credit balance.
T prefer to spend, as far as T possibly can
afford to do =o. my money in feneing and
developing my property in vavious direc-
tions. However, T am strongly of opinion
that the Government need uot trouble
their heads about the finaneial position
at present, because at the enormons rate
af  which agzriculture is going  ahend
throughout the whole Stale, the rate at
which the land is being taken up and util-
ised, and at the rvapid rate, T may also
say, at which people will come to  this
State, in another fowr or tive years from
io-day there will be no difficulty in paving
off this overdrafi. and T feel that we will
do it without experiencing any inconveni-
ence in the matter. 1 am sure that the in-
dustries of the State were never in a nore
prosperous eondition. T am aware that in
the Citv and in some of the prineipal
towns there has heen a good deal of de-
presston, and that (he depression still ex-
ists, bat the prosperily that is laking
pace in the eountry districts will soon
have the effect of altering this siate of
affairs in the fowns. We can safely claim
that we hiave me great asset in the State.
Tt s no new thing. We Lave had a coal-
ficld for seme years. but great doubts have
been entertained as (o whether it would
ever he developed, or whether it was
waorth developing, but at present we find
that the output is mnereasing enormously,
and that 85 per cent. of the coal used
losally is frow the Collie ecoalfield. I
think that is a very satisfactory state of
affairs indeed. Then the number of ves-
sels coming here and bunkering coal is
eertainly a proof and indieation that the
eoal s suilable for atemmn purposes. T
have no doubt that when proper faeili-
ties are given at Bunbury—and they
should be carried out with the least pos-
sille delay—that at any raie the trade at
that port will be the gveatest henefit n
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the Niafe.
Collie, angd ther

The output is very large al
i oevery piuspect tha

it I azeing to bhe wone of the lead-
inr  industriex o the  Niale, We

never hewr any complaints o muormuoes
abhout the coal being unsuited for the ve-
quirenients, on the contrary we have re-
ports from emineni engineers from  all
paris testitving  to its  good  ualities.
Theretore [ think that i irself is a mat-
ter for congratnlation. 1 am sure our
timber industry was pever in sueh a Howr-
ishing condition. The expori of timber
thiz year will he something enormous. [t
is wiving employwent to  thousands of
people, amd T think evervone ix eontented
amd happy who i engamed in the indus-
try. Al ihe industries in the State are
domg well, thongh T regret that the pas-
toval imdustry is not in as satisfactory
a eoudition as it might be. because the
supply  far exceeds the demawd.  Last
year a good many scoffed ar the tdea of
establishing freezing works, and said they
were not required, but anyone who las
had the experience which 1 and wany
others have had (his year can testify to
the faet that the production in stock here
is altogether in excess of demand. T have
never known during my experience, a
pretty long se in this industry, so much
Aifficulsy in disposing of stock, and T have
never ~een the market so low as il is.
Therefore il is imperative that something
should be done to relieve the industry,
and T {ake it it is a step in the right
divection when in any industry we have
reached that happy position of being able
to supply our own requivements and to
export, and hring monev to the State, 1
am fully satisfied that in the near fuiure
we shall  be larze exporters of frozen

lamhs and meat and of wheat and many |

other things. The extension of railways
i= menlioned in the Speech. and it is
really eratifyving. where one travels ahout
over the new railwavs and makes ingnir-
ies, to find., as T have heen able to as-
certain. that there is not a single line that
lias heen huilt which we ean reavet hav-
ing fmilt. They are all doing remarkably
well, tar in excess of the most =anenine
expeetation~. A few wmonths aro when
T was down Sonth I had a conversation
with the {raffic manacer in the Southern

diziiets. amd b wis surprised to hear from
Dl i on seise of tiese newly eon-
Arveted lives where very little was ex-
pected of theu. the work is inereastng at
a rapid rate. He assured me that nwo one
ever antwipated there would be as much
work for <everal vears fo eome as there
i= at present apon them. [ think that is
very eucouraging. and ecertainly  justifies
the extensien of the  railway  ~vslen.
Speiking of the Yew ailes of railway
being eonzteneted towards the Williams,
that 15 (e Marradony railway, 1t has Leen
fonml necessary tor that line to be ex-
tended for a sliort distanee ar all events.
I is only being constraeted for 13 miles,
Where it first goe: out in the timber
conntry the land 1= all taken up—it has
heen takeh up for some vears by the Com-
hine--and when we get beyond (hat con-
cessionn the Government have reserved the
whole of (e timber up to the ferminus of
the line aud for several miles beyoud, 1
think for stme four or five miles beyond
the terminus.  The Sleeper Hewers'
TUnion have a concession of 20,000 acres
which thev are very auxious to utilise.
They are nearly cut out elsewhere and
wani to zet new ground, [t wonld be a
great handieap upon them to have {o con-
struet several miles of vailway to give
them access io this Marradong line, and T
think an extension of half a dozen miles
at all events, if not more. should he made,
for it would be amply jusfificd. That
would take the line through the Govern-
menl reserve and lap Lhe timber avail-
able for other purposes, T know that
several fimber people have been in the
locality lately looking around. ‘They ave
anxious to phtain concessions and te erect
wills, but they ave handicapped by being
miles away from the railway. Represen-
iations have been made on the matter, I
have wade the remark in this House be-
fore, and I reiterate it now. that no line
built in the State is so remunerative as
that whieh feeds the timber as well as
ather industries.  Sueh linez pay from the
very start. and the Marradong line will
pay well from the moment it iz opened.
Miilars’ Company are about 1o erect a
laree mill. and whether =uch work is done
by Millars™ or anyone else. provided that
the owners give lorze emplovment. they
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should receive econsideratiou. I venture
to say that before this day 12 months
there will he 300 or GU) men earning
good money by being employed on timber
in that distriet. At the present time the
country is inaccessible. Within a very
shoet time the returns from the line would
pay not only interest and sinking fnnd
but also the cost of eonstruction. Refer-
ence has been made to the question of
erecting abattoirs. It is a buening ques-
tion now, and T know there is a aifference
of opinion as to the stte, some advoeating
Midland Junction and others Robb's
Jetty. 1 believe it is the intention of the
Governmenl to coustruct the abattoirs at
North Fremantle. On that my opinien
is that they could nor be eonstrueted in
a more ineonvenient place. There is no
room there; it is a place cramped up;
there is no aceommodation for stock. and
it is most inconvenient in every way, I
have no objeetion to there heing abattvirs
at Midland Jonection, for they are neees-
sary in the intevests of the eastern dis-
tricts and the people on the Midland
couniry: bhut at the same time ! would
point out that the ehief souree of supply
comes by sea, and 1 cannol possibly
understand how the present arvangements
at Robb's Jetty could he done away with.
It would be most inconvenient indeed if
stoek now landed there had to he landed
at North Fremantle, and from thence be
moved to the different parts of the State.
I think il will be found necessary that,
instead of spending an enormouns amount
of money upon aballoirs in one place,
faeilities should be given both at Midland
Junetion and Robb’s Jetty. 1 fail to see
where there is any advaniage—on the
other hand 1 see great disadvantages—in
the site at North Fremantle as compared
with that at Robb’s Jetty, which is a con-
venient place to land stock, where theve
is any amount of open eountry adjein-
ing, and which is in every way, so far as
I ean judge, the proper place. I hope
that before the Government spend scores
of thousands of pounds in puotting up
something very extensive and elahorate
in the way of abattoirs at Novth Fre-
mantle the matter will reeeive most care-
ful consideration. As a matrer of fact.
I am uot altogether impressed with the

_T'here

idea of spending a lof of money ou the
work at all at the present time. We talk
a lot about the export trade and what we
will do iu the future, but when we realise
we are importing thousands and thous-
ands of sheep per annum for our own
use. there cannot be such a pressing
necessify to export lambs. )

Hon. R. F. 8holl: That is not consis-
lent with your previous remarks.

Houn, E. M¢LARTY: I am sure the ex-
port in lambs will he a big industry, but
at the present time it is not sufliciently
lavge to warrani a very heavy outlay in
the ereetion of abattoirs and freezing
works. The requivements are fally wmet
at the preseut time. I am sure a great deal
of money bas been expended on Robb'z
Jetty. and every convenience is provided
and most rigid inspeetion wzoes on theve
every day. There is no very great neces-
sty For this big owlay, although L he-
lieve the expense musf he incuvved in the
near future. 1 believe the (fovernment
have spent some £8,000 or €10,000 at
Roblys Jetty. and they have had
returned to them between £30,000 and
LG0.000, Notwithstanding  this  they
appear dissatisfied with this  hand-
some  return, for an additional charge
of 4d. per head has recently been
made on  all  stock landed there. We
have in the past heen charged 3s. 3d. per
head for every beast sent from Kimberley
to this macket, the eharge being for
wharfage at Derby and Fremantle: now
the total is raised to 3s, 7d.. which isvery
high. The extension of the Agricultural
Bauk will. T am sure, meet with general
approval. No institution in the State has
done g6 mueh towards opening unp the
country and  developing agricullure.
are seores of people here
now in eomfortable  cirewmstances
whe started on  the land  without
any eapital.  They owe their pros-
perily entirely to the assistance they ve-
ceived from ihe bank. L do noi know
whether it is wise to increase the amount
allowed (o be horrowed to £1,000, I am
one of those who think the bank exists
in order to help the small man upon the
land. If a man obtains £500 to enable him
o vet a start. that should be sufficient, for
if he requires further advances there ave
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financial institwtiens thai will he veady
to come 1o his reseue. This is a matter we
have to consider. because. at the rate agri-
culturist= are coming 1o the Siate, there
will be sueh an enormous demand upon
the bank that it will take a very large
capital to meet requirements. [ do not
oppise the increased amonnt, hut L think
that £300) i a very fair sum ro advance (o
any new seitler. There is one question that
requives looking into and aliering These
are somewhal depressed times in towns,
and there =hould be an amendment of the
Yaw relating to the position hetween land-
ford and temant. It is an extraordinary
proeedure that a wman enn vecupy a honse,
fail 1o pay any rent for it, and (hen, if
the owner want= him (o Jeave, can defy
him. and compel 8 very livesome process
of law to he involved. The only way in
whirh a landlord ean wet rid of such a
tenant ig (o =ue in the Loeal Court. That
takes (ime. aud watwally the tenant is
given a certaiu time to ciear out, and s
further delay vreurs. Although T do oot
adveeate arbilrary measnres with a per-
son, still, where a tenanl fails to pay his
rent, aman should have a right to get pos-
session of his house within a reasonable
time, and not be subjected to so much in-
convenience and lasg ax is the case now.
It i~ very unsatisfactory, and the law
needs amending in that diveetion. T have
very mueh pleasure in supporting the
adoption of rhe Address-in-Reply.

Hon, G, THROSSELL (East): [ de-
sive to say that the poliey of the Govern-
ment as announced in the Governor’s
Speech and by the Premier at Bunbury
has my very learty support. |Ir goes
withont =aying that the tinances of the
State ar the present time give us some
cause for anxieiy. At the same time it
ts reasonable to realise that the Gov-
ernnient fully understand this, as is evi-
denced by their desire to he represented
at the Premiers’ Conference, and ahove
all by the efforts now heing made by them
to hring about econumieal administra-
tion. The great mistake is (hat such an
effirt 10 eul down the cost of ndminis-
tration was not made vears ago, The mere
facl of the seriousness of the position is
emphasized when we remewher that ihe

Bradden Clause comes to a termination
next yesr, o seems fo me that then we
<hall be a1 the merey, so 1o speak, of
the Federal Government. Fortunate it
is thar recently we have had a echange of
Government, and one of =uch a nalure
thai we might justly think thai this State
will veceive fair consideration ar their
hamds, and alzo ai the hands ot the Fed-
eval Parliament.  The presenr position
serves to show the sacrilices this State
made when it eniered Federation 20 years
hefore it shoubd have dome so. It also
serves 1o 2how what a country we should
have made of Western JAustralia had we
Deen lefl unhampered for those 20 vears,
I know il 15 teo lale now to mike any
alterntion.  We shall have to tace the
tuture boldly, wilh brave hearts. We
have here all the eclementis necessary to
make a great State of Western Australia,
and we must lonk aliead to the time when,
nolwithstanding the experiences we had
passed through, we shall all rejoice that
we formed parvt of the great Federation.
1 anthered from the Speech that agrieul-
fure during the last vear went forward
hy leaps and Dbonnds, and that no less
than 1wo million acres of land were ap-
plied for. While this is a wmatter for
great congralnlation, [ venlure lo raise
a warning voice and suggest thar this
may nat he altogether  as good as it
seems. [ have reason to fear that in
some directions we are building up an
evil that we have for vears past been {ry-
ing to undo; in other words. 1 fear we
are laying ourselves open to the building
up of large estates. If members will con-
sider the Aet as it stands they will real-
jse with me how easy it is to do this.
The land laws wisely intended to make
it very hard for an houvest individual
to build up large eslates, bul they make it
tar too easy for a family to do this. At
the present lime. ns the Aet stands, it
allows a youth of 16, practically a =ehool-
hay, to lave all the privileges of a land
selector. Now comes in the paradox. He
soes to 1he Lands Office, is allowed to
select 2.000 acres of land, and is treated
with all the privileges of manhood; bhe
then roes o the Agrienlrural Bank, and
is refused any assistance wniil he turns
2] vears of awze. 1t is easv fo see that
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in suel conditions it is simple indeed for
a family to build up a large estate. If
I cared I ecould give several instances
where furmers wives, sons, sons-in-law,
and nephews have all applied for land,
and it is an absolute faef that out of so
many applicants one only was the real
owner. Who shall say a boy of 16 i<
not the father by another name? We
know this is so, and although we have the
protection of the ecompulsory improve-
ment clanses, what is that after all? The
getting together of these large estates hy
a family =imply means that as the farmer
in many wsfances has only a limited capi-
tal, a very large porvtion of the land is
altogether unimproved, and remains so
nntil eapital comes alnng or a speculator
buys it up. 1 know exaetlv what [ am
saving in this  couneciion. Retore
many vears we shall find that we will
have to begin to repurchase these es-
tates, Surely it will he seen by the CGov-
ornment that owners shouold either strike
out or have financial assistance, and then
we can compel them te perform compui-
sary conditions,  One comfort we have
with vegard 1o agriculture is the appeint-
ment of Mr. James Mitehell to the posi-
tion of Minister for Lands. In him we
have a praetical and an euthusiastie man.
We bhave also Professor Towrie who made
agrieultore in South Australia, and whe
will make it in Western Ausivalia also.
He will show us how to utilize third-class
lands, which would not otherwise be uti-
lised, and he will show us speedily how to
utilise that land in such a manner that il
will give wealth to the community that
was never anticipated from it. We are to
be eongratulated on having sueh men as
Mr. Mitelell and Professor Lowrie at the
head of our affairs in the Lands Départ-
ment, The principle of swrvey before sel-
ection makes matters of land settlement
eomparatively easy, and although the ex-
penditure is larze at the outset in sending
an army of surveyors into the field. it
will result in economy, .\ new departure
which the present Minister for Lands de-
serves credit For is that in connection with
eurvey hefure seleetion. he has inarked
every bloek with the amount whieh can be
obtained from the Agrieultural Bank. A
new selector not enly takes up the land,

but he knows how mueh he can get frouy
the bank. and how he has to spend the
money, so that I heartily enngratulate Mr.
Mitchell apon this entively new departure.
It is pleasing to note that the Govern-
mentl promise to (wrn fheir attention in
the divection of giving some sort of en-
couraremeni to manufacturers. T asked
the Govermment last year and the year
before last what they were going to do
ahowt thiz. We have had select conmittees
of another House sithing to investigate
thiz matter and nothing has heen done.
although an MAet of the Federal Constitu-
tion permits us to grant honuses. To-day
we have it before us that in ovder to stim-
ulate privale enterprize. a portion of the
fonds of the Agviendiural Bank is permit-
ted to he expended in nmeliinery, provid-
ing thay maehinery is made in Western
Augiealia, That is a wire departure in-
dead, but that iz anly the AB.C.  We
deplove the faet thar we are imporling
linge quantities of produce, and we should
deplore the faet that we expend large
sums of monev in importing machinery.
I maintain seriously, it is a great reproach
upon the Government whe arve borrowing
money for the pnrpose of huilding agri-
enltnral railways, and intvaducing people
if we (do not get the greatest possible re-
ture for onr money,  That can only he
done by saving emphatically that the men
we are placing on the land require a eer-
tain amount of wachinery, and when we
will eease (v import that wachinery we
will stimnlate private enterprize in such a
tashion ihat il shall remain here, and the
State will eet the oveatest )iossible ve-
turn. [ intvodoeed a Rill into the State
Parliament hefore the inauguration of
Federation showing how we eould have
stimulated private enterprise in regard to
establishing faetories, not only for the
mannfacture of agricultural machinery,
har other things as well. We are import-
ing €60.000 worth of rope and twine. A
few thousand ponnds will give us a rope
and twine factory, and instead of making
rope we are imperiing it. Again. we ave on
the verce of over-production of fruit, and
in this divection T =ay that we should es-
tablish cavuing factories such as are seen
for miles along the rivers in Tasmania,
and whieh are = eazily established. T
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um only eailing atteniion to these facls;
I believe Mr. Mitchell is considering the
advisableness of forming a Depariment
of Industry, and, I trust that when he has
settled down in his office and re-organiced
the Lands Department, he will give his
earnest attention to the establishment of

indusiries in Western Anstrnlia, T feel
very seriously, notwithstanding all the

factories that have heen built wp in the
Eastern States, that no State in the Com-
monwealth offers so many opporiunities
for the suetessinl establishing of new in-
dustries as Weslern Anstralia. 1 am swre
it is =0, amd I {rust as time goes on the
Government will wake up to their puossi-
hilities. and not ouly stop the impoita-
tion of soil produets, but stop Lhe im-
portating of naclinery and other 1hings
as well. 1 agree will the liberalisation
proposed in connection with the Aerienl-
tural Bank. [ am not saying that T agree
with the amwuvt. bat 1 do helieve in lib-
eralising that institnlion, so that the
would-be =etiler muy develop his sinall es-
tate to the fullest limil. [n the past we had
to keep a jealous eye vl larze estates; that
day is past; now we have Lo look atler,
not the ancient seftler, but the new settler
whom we are pernittine to xo on the land.
and =eeiny that the conditicns imposed are
tnulfilled. In woine through the countey we
du nol want to hear only the hleating of
sheep and the hellowiny of oxen, hut we
want (o hear the whire of wachinery, and
that machinery made in  Weztern Aus-
iralia. Tf thie machinery is made here,
there will he¢ not only prosperity in the
country distriets, but instead of this de-
pression which we lear about, the pros-
perity of the vountiy will be veflected in
the towns and cities, and everv one by
eommaen law will be hound {0 prosper, It
seems to we (hat it the country prospers
mnder proper eenditions. cities and lowns
must also do 0. We have lieard a lat
about depression. Goinge abons the iy
we laeet hien with lonz faces, und we ask
ourselves why it i~ that this depression
exi<t=7  We have Lnd no diflienlties to
contend against: we have had none of
the disea=es common to ofher countries;
we liave had no diseaszes amony our stock.
and all eur primavy industries are flonr-
t<hiing. Whenee then comes this ery of de-
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pression? I hardly know why we should
be depressed. Que thing T do know, that
two years ago the leading wmen of the
State who ought to have known befter
preached the gospel of pessimism. and
one man publiely announced here that eity
property had depreciated in value to the
exient of 30 per eent.; that Government
property which cost £50.000 was then only
worth £8,000; property which he hasl
sold for £10.000 was then only  worth
£3,000. When we have suech men preach-
ing sueh o doetrine. how does it affeet the
rank and fite of the tradezsmien?  They
thoueht it was time to clear vub of the
State with such things happening. Great
harin is done by statement< of that kind
made hy pmblic men from the DPremier
downwards., not now liowever, heeause the
Premier ix an optimist.  Two vears ago
he was a pessimist. T am glad to say that
thi= so called depression 1= disappearinge,
and altogether there is a better feeling in
te City. From whatever reason it ix, that
fecling existe. T would hke to say that I
heard enly to-day tlhat two large banking
institutions in the Cast had sent their in-
spectors over liere speeixlly for the pur-
puse of reportineg on aerieulime in West-
ern Anstralia and its prospects.  They
have given a report in moest favonrable
lanzuage, ond have wound up hy saying
that they have found that ail the tarm
lands of Western Australia have been
hmgely nndervalued. That report has gone
Fast. You will see that my words nre
frue; we are going to have a restoration
of confidenece.  Finaneial inglitntions all
1ound have already seen the error of their
wave., A shoit time ago they ereated a
reizn of terror and a seare. but it has all
dome  good, and  to-day we have for
the first  time in Western  Aus-
tralta, and T =ay it serviously,
the eurious fact of banking institutions
tumbling over each olher to establish new
bravehes in the acrieultural centres. 1
wizh to emphasise that the agrievliural
eeiires show clearly that confidence has
been restored.  If we want to ereale a
reverse or ruin. pul the serew on the sel-
tler and ask hin to pay up.  In the town
that 1 have thie hononr to live in we have
ive hanls=, and vumour says that a
At Dowerin two new

LW
~ixth 18 comine,
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banks were opened last week, and we
have a banking institution now at Jenna-
cubbin, T say this simply to prove the
wholesome reaction that is taking place in
our banking institutions. You can de-
pend upon it fhat when banks establish
new branches we ave in for a reaction and
prosperity.  With vegard to the future.
and to agricultural railways I ean ounly
say that the poliey of the Gouvernmenl in
the face of grave difficnliies has been
most eommendable. Instead of a mark-
time policy they have extended agricul-
tural railways Fast and West and North
and South, and the Governor's Speech
before us is quite sufficient to give ux en-
eouragement, There is Lo be no mark-
time policy, but further railways: and
with the railways will ecome populalion.
None of us know Wesiern Ausiralia. T
thought T knew Western Australia. hut
it is a better land than we knew it to he,
or thought it te be. Not ouly in Northam,
York, and Neweastle. but from Pingelly,
Beverley, and Eastwards there is famd
well worthy of a railway: and these rail-
ways. [ have no doubt, will be construeted
in due time. The Government are now
construcling  several—Dowerin, (Goomal-
ling and Wongan, and other=, and there
are more to follow., In all sineerity T
believe the prospeets before us are those
of the hest season the oldest colomists can
remember. Wherever we tumn, wheiher it
be pastoral or agrieultural. we never
had a season to surpass the present one.
God Almighty blessed the land, and why
should we go about with long faees? I
venture to sayv that if the present season
does fulfil its promise the Government
will have ample reward for the construe-
tion of these railways, for there will he
a very hahdsome return from the railways
of the Stafe, In conclusion T may say
that if the Government is fully alive to
what is taking place they will see to if
that the farmevs’ stuff in the coming sea-
son is net stuck up for railway trucks.
T have very mueh pleasure in expressing
these few words 1in  support of the
Governar’s Bpeech. and of the poliey con-
{ained therein; and 1 desire to say that
in Mr. Moore we have a man on whom
we can rely with the greatest confidence.
He and his Government are huilding up

a rvecord for this State with cheap rail-
ways, and generally a wholesome policy
whieh will nut be second to the poliey of
8ir John Forrest; althongh T wust say
in fairness, they are bunilding on the old
foundations whieh were laid so broad and
deep in the days of the old hero.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): I
lieartily approve of the remarks made by
Mr. Randeli, Mr. Kingsmill, and other
speakers in reference to the appointment
of the present Governar, and also those
expressing deep regret and appreciation
of {he great loss to the State nceasioned
hy the death of owr late President, Sir
leorge Shenton. Tn reference to the
Addvess-in-Reply 1o the Governor’s
Speech. the most notable thing of emurse
is the snirit of hope on the face of it ir
respeet {o ihe future of the State. i
in very pleasant 1o read. more especially
considering the present finanecial condilion
of Western Australia.  During his elo-
quent speech Mr. Throsseil referred to
the fact that we had nn droughts in Wes-
tern  Australia.  Now, unfortunately at
the present mument we have a very sarious
drought so far as our finances are con-
cerned; a very serious drouzht iudeed,
and there is no doubt whatever that in
order to pul this State on a solid founda-
tion it is absolutely necessary that a
strong attempt should be made io bring
our ineome and onr expenditure togelher,
There ie ne doubt about that, butb T think
that having vegard: to the type of man
we have at the lead of the Government.
togethier with his colleagues, the thing can
be done in spite of the enormous logs of
revenue wbich has taken place in recent
vears, and for which no Government ean
hbe blamed. The loss of our income
through the Custows during the last two
or three years has amounted to something
like £400.000. Tt is to he hoped that the
wreater portion of this money iz at pre-
sent i the pockets of the peaple of Wes-
tern Australia, 1f it is not. then the money
has heen lost. Bul although {his great
lo=s has taken place in our revenue the
Govermirent  have alveady by economies
reduced onr expenditure considerahly in
the several departments, and at the pre-
seltt mement  thiey are making renewed
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efforts tu otill furiher veduce the expen-
diture. In respeet to this matter I would
like to refer. as I have referred several
times betore in this Homse, lo one de-
partment of the Guvernment where theve
is 1ot only going on a serions loss but a
loss that will hecuire nore serious as the
years go by unless the drift is stopped.
I refer to the 1remendous luss on the
iwldfields Water Supply Scheme 1
have spoken on rhis subject before. and
I am going 1o speak until something he
done. 1 ihink it is a grave reflection on
the Governmeut of Western Australia thas
mo effort has been made to stop this
drift—the logs that is going on from year
to year on this Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme. 1We have no account of the
workings of the last financial year, bhut
we have the statement in the papers that
the net revenue paid into the Consoli-
dated Fund was £91,000. In the pre-
ceding year 1t was £92,000. In that year
there was a loss of nearly £100,000 on the
Scheme, so that it cannot he less than
£100,000 for this last finaneial year; and
this loo, notwithstanding the faet ibat an
enormous inerease has taken piaee in the
consumption of water, We all know that
very serious corrosion is taking place
in the main and that it will he necessary
before many years are past, possibly
within the next three. four, or five years.
to relay the whole of that main at a eost
of probably two willions sterling. Now,
while the main is corroding. the revenue
is also corroding. It is a very serious
thing indeed that while our finances are
drifting to an extent of between £300,000
and £400,000, one department of the
Government is allowed te drift vear after
vear to an extent of £100,000 or over. I
do not wish any member of this Chamher
to imagine that there is anything of the
pessimist about me; no man in this Cham-
her. nor any man in this State has more
confidenee in the future and the fuhwe
meatness of Western Australia than T
have. Bt T think that our finances should
not be allowed to drift to the extent they
have heen deinz up to the present mo-
ment: and T am sure that with the
strength the Government have, and the
determaination they have expressed for
economy, they will see that this drift is

stopped in the wmuediate future,  One
of the most pleasing items in this speech
of the Governor's is the faet that our
mining, especially the mining for gold,
Las at last taicen a tnrn.  To-day a report
in the newspapers shows that lor the
month of July the output of gold in Wes-
lern JAustralia was within a few bundred
pounds of the output for last vear, and
was more than that of the year before; so
that at last we may say that we have
turpred the corner. The drift hasheen going
on since 1903, but the Golden Mile never
looked so well as it does to-day. And
within the last two months a development
has taken place in the Great Fingal,
which is of enonuons importance in that
distriet so far as the future of Western
Australia is concerned. It means fhat
the future of the Murchison is assured;
hecanse they have proved that there is
payable gold at a depth, after having
passed throngh several hundred feet of
bairen counfry. It means this: that all
the mines that have stopped sinking will
now make an attempt to gel down to the
riches underneath; whereas on the other
hand if this development had not taken
place it would have meant the disappear-
ing of several towns from tle map of
Weslern Anstralia within the next few
vears, So far as gold mining is con-
cerned we ean not only look forward with
hope, but with eertainty to the Euture.
Anything the Government can do in the
shape of rallways—and they have done
a great deal more than any other Govern-
ment in this respect for 2 ereat many
vears past—anything they ean do for the
sake of developing our gold mining in-
dustry will bring an ample reward to the
State in the future, T trust ihe Marble
Bar railway will be gone on with. and
that hefore many months have elapsed
the line to Meekatharra will have been
built, with the result of bringing inereased
wealth to the Siale. But the ecreatest
progress that has heen made during the
last 12 months hag been in the agricultural
industry. Tt has bheen simply phenomenal.
Over two million acres of new land have
heen applied for. That means. of course,
so many hundreds. or indeed so many
thousands more new  seltlers. Now T
think this <ettlement of the land is
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only heginning. and the reiurn that will
flow into the eities and towns when once
this land has heen fairly hrought under
cullivation is simply undreamed-of by the
people whe are in sneh a poor financial
position at the present moment. To-day
they are zrowling that (he mouey is zoing
into the land; but it will flow back again
in the shape of sovereigns in a very short
time. We have a tremendous programme.
T do not mean tremendous so {ar as the
number of measuves is concerned but so
far as their importance is concerned.
We lhave the liquor law reform, redistribn-
tion of seats, the reform of the Legislo-
tive Council, and a number of other im-
portant measures; but any oune of those
three T have mentioned. eonsidering the
time of the year and eun<idering when
we will be in a position to deal with
them, should absorb the gveater portion
of the sessinp after we bave dealt with
the finances. When the Liquor Law Rill
comes before the House T shall he in a
better position to give my opinion on it
I would only say that o {ar as I wnder-
stand the skeleton of the measure, as
explained by the Premier in his preses-
sional speech at Bunbury, T think it ix a
fair measure indeed. I do not think it is
at all likely to please the extremisis, No
Governiment can afford to please the ex-
tremist. 'The extremist’s ideas are ahvays
either in the eloads or al  fremendous
depths. The improrement of the licen-
sing law is one of the greatesl questions
that can ever come hefore his Chamber.
While T have as muack horrmr of the evils
of drink as any man in fhe State. and
while T have seen ile resulis of it in
crime and migery in other parts of the
world as well as in Au-ivalia, ai the same
time I am perfectly ecertain we ean never
sfop drinking absolutely by Aet of Par-
liament. Tt has been proved, and beyond
dispute, in other parts of the world that
ahsolute prohibition has always been a
failure. 1I 1s unnecessary o go info de-
tails, but we ean pnint to the irriration
colonies on the river Murray and to the
state nf New Zealand at the present time.
No later than to-day statislies in Inver-
cargill—one of the probibition distriets
—showed that dvink inereased in the dis-
iriet during the last vear. OF course, the

object of prohibition was (o stop drinking
alivgether,  When (he redistribution of
senls ecomes about I trust a measare will
be formmlated. if possible, {0 make it
elastive, s0 that the distriets will expand
and eontract in proportion to the papu-
lation,

Hen, R
ing,

Hon. W. PATRICK: Yes. 1 do uwot
at all approve of the redistribution of
seate that took place a number of years
ago, when the Novthamptlon distriet was
wiped out. Had - that Bill been intro-
duced to-day that district wounld have re-
mnined in: justead of very few people
there would be a distriet worth vepresent-
tng: so I trust that the Bill, when intro-
duced, will make it that the distriets will
expand and contract In proportion to
population, so that there will be proper
vepresentation. I do not know that there
is any need to say much about the reform
of thix  Chamber, because, I suppose.
within the next six weeks or two months,
when the question is diseussed in another
place of a unicameral system of Govern-
ment, there will be no need for dealing
with the reform of the House which it
is preposed Lo abolish altogether: but I
would like 1o vemark in reference to ihe
reductinn of the franechise of the Legis-
Jative Couneil that the conditions to-day
e fofally different to what they were
hetfore IPederation was  brought  about.
When Western Australin was a ecolony
with the power of taxing the whole ecom-
nmity through Hie customs, I advoeated
the very widest possible franchise for this
Chamber, but Federation has taken away
the whole of that power, and we have
no power lo deal with anything but direet
taxation, whieh neeessavily falls on a
lintited portion of the people of the State;
and when one takes into consideration the
faet that 10s. a week iz  Dbut a small
amount to pay hy way of rent for a
liouse in Western Anstralia, the franchise
canunt very well be said to be illiheral.
However, when the subject comes before
us—1I[ do not think il is very likely io
coine before us this sessioh—we will he
able to denl with the measare as formu-
lated by the Government. We have now
no idea what the propoesal may be. Tt

W, Pennefatlier: Self-adjust-
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may he €24 or £23. The Government have
said pothing about the amount. How-
ever, 1 would like to throw out a hiot to
my Labour friends that if they wish to
reform this House thelr worst policy is
1o adveeate ifs abolition. 1 do not inend
te =ay auything further. except v ex-
press iy entire approval of the policy
of limmigration, land settlement. and rail-
way policxy of rhe Moore Government.
The three must of neecessity go together.
immigration, land settlement, and the ex-
teiision of our railways. Twwmigration is
an absolufe pecessity. When one looks
at the map of Western Australin it seems
perfectly preposterous that 270,000 people
should attempt to govern such n vast ter-
ritory.  Western Australia as it was
thonght to he 10 or 12 years ago. a desert
from end to end. could easily he governed
by even a smaller population than
270.000; but to-day when our agrienltural
aml mineral lands are eontinually extend-
ing. when we find that we have an area
of agrieultural land equal to one of the
areat States of the East, or equal lo two
or three of the great Empires of the Old
Werld, it seems to me that it is abso-
Jutelv necessary that eontinual attempts
shonld he made o people this country.
Morve than that, it is not vnly absolutely
necessary, it is not only our duty to do
it. but L am positive we must do it if
we wish to retain this great State. When
we remember the empty spaces of West-
ern Australia and the densely peopled
countries in the old world, we are exactly
in the positien of a great landlord who
holds an immense estate and refuses to
sell it or break it up. and of course as
the popular will comes down upon him
amd compels him to cell his land so we will
have to populate this country, and the
souner it is done, the sooner we have ien
times our present population, the hetter
it will be for Western Australia and for
the Commonwealth. If I thought the
prpulation was going to rvemain at its
present state I should say wipe out not
only this Chamber but wipe out the other
Chamber, and simply manaze the State
by a mupicipal Covernment; hut seeing
the vast possibilities. seeing that the cir-
cmnstances of lmmigration are that every
sati<Aed immigrant will induce hundreds

ol othiers to eome. and that every satis-
fied bundredd  immigrams  will induce
thowsands to come, we have nothing to
fear. I lhiuk it was Mr. Randell whoe
referved to the Uuited States and to the
oreat mi<ery being cansed by people who
were induced o go there under false pre-
tences. [ think lhe remarked that it was
not dovne by the Government bul mostly

by private corporations. There was a
great deal of truth in what ihe hon.

gentlewan said but. as a wmaner of faer,
the bulk of the people who went to the
United States of America were induced
to go there by treeé honestead grants, the
same as we are offering heve, and every
immigrant who was satisfied became, as=
it were, an immigration agent. who in-
duced hundreds of others to follow. It
will be the wame here. Every hinmigrant
will bring a hundred others, and thous-
ands will follow. That is the very thing
for thiz country. 1t is the policy the
Moovre Government are following, the
poliey they are trying to bring about—
immigration, lund settlement, and the ex-
tension of our railway system. I have
mel pleasure indeed in supporting the
adoption of the Addreszs-in-Reply.

Hon. E, M. CLARKE (South-West):
it 1« nof my intention to detain the House
long. hut T eannot  give a silent vote on
this motion tor the adaption of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply. 1 will say first that the
majority of the wmeasures enunciated in
the Governor's Speeel or more particu-
larly hy the Premier, in his speech at Bun-
buiy, T am thoroughly in  accord  with.
Any body of men or any Government can
govern a prosperous country, but when a
Govermment can tackle a State like thi-,
drifiing somewhat. with revenue falling,
thev are to be commended, and T only rige
to compliment the CGovernment on what
they have done.  Though I say straight
away that 1 do not agree with every one
of the measures the Government purpose
bringing forward, when they come hefore
the House ihey will have my svmpathetic
consideiztion. The eouniry is to be ron-
eratufated on the Premier having resisted
the temptation to gn to the old eountrv
as .\gent (leneral and on having stuck to
the State af the time when the need of
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ar experienced man is great; and there is
no man in Western Australia more cap-
able of managing the affairs of the State
than the preseni Premier. T say this be-
cause I think where there is merit it is the
duty of every wember of Parliament to
let the Govermment in power see that ¢heir
actions arve appreciated.  Faults ean be
found with them, but the only way te
carey on through life without making
any faults is to do as little as one pos-
sibly can, and the only faults that ean
then be found with one are faults of
omission and not of commission. I sin-
cerely hope the Premier will be successful
in the enterprise he has at hand in
going to the East to get the best

deal he ean. I endorse his aetion
most fully. [ think he has done
a wise thing, notwithstanding the

business of Parliament is somewhat re-
tarded, lo see if he ecannot get a square
deal from the Premiers of the other
States. [ shall vote for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply.

Hon. 4. W. LANGSFORD {(Metro-
politan-Saburban) : Like other members
I do not mmtend to delay the House very
long in my remarks on the Governor’s
Speech, but one or two references to
paragraphs contained therein shounld be
made. The graceful reference made to aur
late Governor, I am sure, is heartily sup-
ported by all of us, and we also appre-
ciate the sincere encouragement of wel-
come which our present Governor and his
c¢ood lady have reeccived from the inhabi-
tants of the State. Reference is made also
to the loyally and atiachment to the
Throne and Person of His Majesty the
King, and the present appears to be a
rime in our history when we should show
our lovalty and atiachment to our King
and to the Empire. That has heen done in
a grond way during the last few months
by the Commonweafth and the Dominion
of New Zealand, and we, the people of
Western Australia, heactily support, T am
sure, any expression of loyally to His
Majesty. The financial question must. of
ecurse, he in our minds, and while the
method of dealing with it may be open io
ohjection and to eriticism. still one wmust
remember that it is easy to adopt a poliey

of destruetive eriticismy, whereas, one
mighlt not be able to snggest anything
better than the means which the present
Government are adopling to diminish tha
defieit, As Mr. Pennefather has said,
what after all does the deficit amount to?
It is something over £300,000 or a litte
more lhan a one month’s revenue, Tt is
a deficit that has been growing during the
last four or five years, but, at the same
time the development of the State has
been taking place, T the deficit had heen
growing and the development of the coun-
try had been refarded or stationarvy, then
we could look upon it with mueh more
grave concern than we need now. The
mission of the Premier to Melbourne to
sttend the inier-State Conference will, we
hope, he attended with every success, and
the concession, the very worthy conces-
gion, to Western Anstralia made by the
Premiers at the previous Conference, will
we also hope, be maintained, althongh I
have a feeling that this guestion will not
be settled until it has been before the
Federal Parliameni, and possibly before
the people of the States. No matter what
arrangements the Premiers may come to,
even with the help of the Federal Prime
Minister and Treasurer, I do nol think the
quesfion will be quite safe until dealt
with by the Tederal Parliament, and 1
think we will have more reason for con-
cern when it eomes before that body than
we hove now when it is being dealt with
by a Conference of Premiers. We know
the ambitions of the Federal Parliament
and of the parties in that Parliament; we
know they are extending far and wide.
They desire to have very great Federal
expenditure, and that the moneys received
fromn customs and exeise duties. from
the post office and from those depart-
ments which are within the Federal con-
trol, shall all go (hrough the hands of the
Federal Parliament, This seems {» me to
be the position. We, as States, are saying
that what we want we should have, and
what is left the Commonwealth ean have,
I am inelined to helieve the Federal Par-
liament will take that verv attitude, and
will sav {o uns, “what we want we shall
have, and what is left yvon ean have.” Un-
til the question has been dealt with hy the
Federal Puvliament and perhaps by the
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people at the eleciions next vear, we shatl
know noihine definite. The present finan-
cial arrmgements must continue until the
end of 1910, and I think the only
suggestion which has been made is that
made By Mr. Deakin  who said that

the present arrangemenis should con-
tinue for a period of five years in
order that  a  complete investigation

might be made as to how the mouney should
be distributed after that ferm had ex-
pired. Most of the paragraphs in this
Speech have veterence to the develop-
ment of the agricutlural and mining re-
sourees of the country. If one looks
through the Speech it will be seen Lhat
paragraph after pavagraph refers to the
opening up of the country either from the
amicnltural, the mining, or the pastoral
point of view, and 1 think it behoves the
representatives of the City and of the
submrhs to see that they are not alto-
gether neglected. Many members tell ug
that the great prosperity taking place
the eountry will have a reflex influence
on the cities and towns later on. We hope
sincerely that this will he so, for at the
present fine there is a depression in the
City and in some towns too. We can
only hope that the great developments
taking place to-day, and to which the Gov-
ernment are paying particular attention,
will result in prosperity to the City later
on. The Colomal Secretary has, 1 know,
a rich harvest of well digested thoughts
to express to us, and there ave other
speakers to the Address-in-Reply, so 1
will not continue much longer. I support
my colleage, Mr. Kingsmill, in his refer-
ence to the erection of abattours ar Mid-
land Junction.

The Colonial Seeretary: Ts that in your
Provinee?

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: That does
not matter. .\ftenfion should be given to
the very rvepresentafive deputation. and
the still more representative petition
which was presented to Mr. Mitehell some
few months ago. I have ne particular
knowledge concerming this matter. hut the
lack of paddocks and faeilities at North
Fremantle seem to indicate that this is
not the place where the abattoirs should
be erected. The scheme for the reduction
of municipal subsidies shows that the

ceonntny whieh 15 to be practised by the
Governmeni must also be exereised by the
municipalilies. I remember when muni-
eipalities were subsidised at the rate of
325, Bd. in the pound, and when Goveru-
ment grants were distributed very freely.
Now we find that rigid eeonomy is to be
practised. awl things are different. In
regard to the surrested amendment of
the Public Serviee Aet, I hope that will
not give opportunities for reverting to
a sltate of affairs which prevailed some
years ago, when there was a tendency to
exert political influence in order to oh-
tain appointments to the eivil service.
For some fime past members of Parlia-
men{ have heen free, to a very large ex-
tent, from being approached by those
who sought positions in the eivil serviee.

The Colonial Sceeetarv: There have
been 1o vacancies. ‘

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: There have
been many appointments advertised in
the newspapers.

The Colonial Secretary: All filled from
instde ihe serviee.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: That may
he so, but it s to he hoped that the
amendment o the Act will not again pro-
vide opportunities for the exereising of
political inllgence. I agree with the ex-
tension of the hours of the eivil service
to 3 o'elock, bul 1 would like tis have seen
the duration of Baturday’s work limited
Lo 12 o’clock, as at present, or to 12.30,
in view of ke movement which must
always wo on growing antil entirely sue-
cessful. of a universal Saturday half-holi-
day. When the Saiurday half-holiday
was enforced sll the depression in the
City, or at all events a great part of it,
was attributed to the faet of its exist-
ence, and it was saild that if {he half-
holiday were on Wednesday, prosperity
would again come to the State; but I
think there are as many shops and houses
vacant to-day in Perth as there were last
vear, poscibly more. T should like to have
seen the Saturday hours extended to not
later than 12.30 p.m,

Hon. G. Randell: Quite jate enough
too.

Hen. J. W. LANGSFORD: T join
with other members who have expressed
their appreciation of the aetion of the
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Premier in staying in Western Australia
when he might have gone to London as
the Agent General. Possibly it was in
his mind that some politicians when they
have come back from London have passed
out of politieal life here, and he might
have thought the same thing would hap-
pen to him. He is still comparatively
a young man, having a great many of his
spws yet to win, but we appreciate his
action in staying here.

Han, R. T. Sholl: He will be going all
the same.

Hon, J. W. LANGSTORD: The con-
tinnance of the preseni poliey, as indi-
cated in the Speech, for perhaps three
or four years longer, may be the best
thing for Western Australia, and after
that period has expired the event lo
whieh the hon, member refers might kap-
pen, aud then, no doubt, the honour will
he better appreciated by the Premier.
With regard to liquor law reform, I do
not know what the full measure will he,
- but T hope members will look at it from
the point af view of {he public inlerest.
T shall endeavour to look at it in that
way myself. The reduction of the fran-
¢hise of the T.egislative Council has come
before us ¢o often that I zometimes des-
pair that it will ever be brought down in
a practical way. We have had it men-
tioned i many Governors’ Speeches. and
when it does reach us, I shall be prepared
te wive it not an unfriendly reception, [
lieartily support the motion for the adop-
tien of the Address-in-Reply.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL (North) : T do not
as a rule speak to the Address-in-Reply,
but as this will be my last opportunity, I
propose making a few remarks now. TIn
doing so T may disagree with certain por-
tions of the poliey of the Government,
huf at the same time I must acknowledge,
and | think we all do, that the present
Governulent are imbued with an honest
desire ta push on the prosperity of (he
State and o work for its future zood.
Thev work hard, ihey use a tremendous
ot of enervy, amd they travel about a
good deal. and T think, taking their poliey
altogether, it ks one having in view Lhe
advancement of the conntry. I am like
<onir memdbers whe think that the Gov-

ernment are going a little too fast for our
means in the way of building railways
too rapidly, and expending a Jot of money
in developing the goldfields. In addition
there is too much spent out of loan mon-
eys which should come out of revenue,
and in mapy ways the Government, I
think, are going at bhigh pressure when
they might, without ceasing building pub-
lic works, and other necessary works,
mark-time just a little so as to allow us
to breathe. There is a depression and
money is scarce, and with regard to
the measures brought forward, deal-

ing  with advanees of money by
the Agrienltural Bank, in wmy opinion
the seeurify offered is nof too good at
the presen( time. As far as agricultural

settlement is coneerned there is no doubl
that has been a suceess, and we shall
reap the benefit in the near future, but
it takes iime; but with regard to advances
to agriealturists T think the hauk advance
monev io people who ean afford to do
withont its assistanee, Leeause they have
ite money to spend themselves. The
bank iz not alwayvs uwsed to belp those
who have nor any money, hut men in
business wlio have woney ta =pend and
the means of spending it. ‘These are the
people who take advantage of the low
vate of interest and the easy terms under
the Land Acl to make use of the Agri-
cultural Bank by taking up large arens.
With regard to Bills, T notice that meas-
urex ave to be introdueed to deal with
munieipalities and road hoards. T notiee
too that these Bills have heen eirculated
throngh the different coad boards and
municiplities.  This is a large couniry
and  the conditions are so different
thronghout that T think these Bills might
have been distributed among members of
Parliament, so that they might have had
the opportunity of ecommunicating with
their eonstituents fo ascertain  their
opinions as to whether the provisions of
these Bills were snitable for their particu-
lar distriets,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T think that ix a
breach o privilege.

The Colonial Serveinry: The Municipal
Bill has nor heen distribuled at all.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL : The Roads
Boards Bill has.
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The Colonial Secretary: It was intro-
dueed last session, and I think that js
the Bill which has been distribnted.

Hon, R. F. SBHOLL: I did not sec that
Bill; there was a Health Bill.

The Colomial Secretary: It was hefore
members last session,

Hon, R. K. SHOLL: Has the Bill heen
prepared 7

The Colonial Seeretary: Yes.

Hon. R. I, SHOLL: Why was it not
distributed so that in a place like Kim-
herley, where the congditions arve different
from those of the Fastern disimiets, the
people there might have liad an oppor-
tunity of seeing it.

The Colonial Secretary: It is not prini-
od yet.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: It must have been
printed because it was distributed among
the roads boards.

The Colonial Seeretary: You are refer-
ring to the Bill of last session,

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: In the old days
Bills used to be published in the Govern-
ment Gazetle, and people affected were
able to make useful suggeslions, so that
when the measure came hefore Parlin-
ment these supggestions were advanced to
assist in the passing of the measure. We
are lalking about settling this large eouu-
trvy and reference has been made to the
facl that there i= a population of only
270,000, and goodness only knows how
many millions of acres of land, hut
people do not take into consideration the
great area of poor land, sand plain, and
useless land. With regard to seftling ihe
Kimberleys I am sure the Government are
perfectly in earnest in their endeavour to
place a population there, and my only
hape is that they will he snecessful; but
my experience is that if they vy to grow
coltom and tropical producis therve, I am
afraid, though I am in favour of a White
Australia. that ther will never be able to
do it and keep Australia white. Tt will not
be profitable to enltivate cotton or tea, and
other tropical plants and pav men 10s. a
day, the least that vou would have te pay
in the tropics. The Government must re-
alise thai special labour will have to be
imported, and that it will have to be
{’hinese or some other labour. These
people eonld be brought here on a three

3

vears’ confraci und then veturned. That,
I think, would retain the prineiples of a
White Auslialia, and at the same time it
would be possibie to make the Kiwberley=s
and the tropical parts of Western Aus-
tralia profilable, which it wiil not he pos-
sible to so with white Jabour. 1 think
that ouglt to be realised, and it will be
so in time. What are we paying for white
Inhour mnow? What are we paying on
swerar? Sngar has gone up in priee, and
ihe consequence is that (he loeal produrer
in the Bastern States lhas put the price
ap so that there can be just o margin be-
low the imported article. The general
community have te pay through the nnse,
simply for this fetich of a White Aus-
tralin, or the disinclination to employ eol-
oured labour in the tropies. With regard
to the alteration of the franchise of the
Tpper House, goodness knows I am con-
servative efiough, but T must say that if
the conduct of the business during the
last two sessions is to be allowed—I am
alluding now to the Government and the
way thal members in this House allowed
the Government io work the House by
hringing in Bills and throwing them on
the Table, suspending the Standing Or-
ders, which were only inlended io he sus-
pended in the event of wrgent business,
and which were suspended in order fo
permit of a Bill, rejected by this House
1o be reintroduced —then T think members
of the Legislative Couneil arve neglecting
their duftes. What with the numercus
works which went through last session
members seem to have been paralysed. I
have heard members say, I do not ap-
prove of this, but T think T will support
it.” Why? Because lhey have a liille rail-
way going throogh their own eonstitu-
ency. This is not a position a member of
the Mouse should take wup. Members
should protect the privileges of the Honse
and they should also be bevond log-rolling
business. In all my Parhamenlary experi-
ence I have never seen so much of it as
in the last two sessions, and I have been
in both Henses, If that sovt of thing goes
on it will he better {e abolish ihe Upper
Housze. I am not going to vote for a re-
duetion of the franchise, because mem-
hers of the Legislative Cnuneil should re-
alise that they have to protect not only
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the couniry but also the dignity of the
House and their own independence by
not allowing the Government to put off
important Bills and rush them throngh in
a few hours, afler keeping the House idle
for the greater part of the session. When
the question of ihe franchise comes up,
if it does cone up, 1 shall have great
Pleasure in opposing it, beeanse if it is
redueed it will mean the abolition of the
Upper House. If that takes place the only
safeguard will he to alter the Constitu-
tion and have eleclive ministries.  This
15 experimental, and T do not think we
would eare fo iry it, but it wonld he much
hetter than the other and the manner in
which the business of this House has heen
conducted during the last two sessions,
T hope the Hounse will tell the Government
that RBills must be bronght down at an
earlier stage of the session, and Llime given
to eonsider them by this Housé, and that
this House will refuse to pass any Bills if
the Standing Orders have to be suspend-
ed. Bills have heen rejected and reintro-
duced in a quarter of an hour, advantage
having heen taken of the suspension of
the Standing Orders. This is a disgrace
to the House, and I do not wonder at
people losing confidence in the Legislative
Couneil when this ig allowed to he done
hy members of the House. That was done
last session, Wilh regard to liquor re-
form, T must say I am in sympathy with
it, thongh T am not a teetotaler hy any
means (I wish T had been), bui T «In not
think yon can make a people lemperate
by Aet of Parliament, At the same fime
I think there are too many hoiels, and
there should be some restriction on the
licensing laws all over the ecountry. T
waonld advoeate making those hotels which
will he left, contribute more, and I he-
lieve that is the idea of the Government.
If that is not done the hotels that will re-
main will have a monapoly; aml their
business will heenme more valuable. The
Treasurer has my sympathy, but T am
not going lo agree o any law that will
prove an injustice to those who have in-
vested their money in holels in a legiti-
mate manner. T am sure we all listen to
Mr. Randell, when he speaks, wilth great
interest, bur 1 would like to remark that
with vegard to the facilities, that he

L]
suggested shonld be provided for the
export of our produce, 1 agree that
when we have a surplus of produce to ex-
nort it is time to wive faeilities. But what
is the position to-day? There has been a
¢lamour and a rush for export; we have
exporfed lamhs and we have paid a bigh
priee tor meat. We have heen exporling
fiour and the flonre is now £2 a {on more
than i way when it was exported.  We
have heen exporting wheat; it was sold
ut belween 3s. and 3s. 6d. a bushel, and
lo-day it is between 5=, Gd. and Bs. We
have heen exporting, and faecilities have
heen offered to exporters when Lhe pro-
duce shomld have heen kept in the conntry
tor our pwn requirements. You hear a
clamowr from people about the rise in
prices: it is rensonable if they eannot buy
their produce cheaply to inerease their
prices, vet the Government are offering
facilities for exporting produce when we
have not sulfficient for our own require-
ments. I quite agree that every facility
should be offered for the export of our
products, or for Iheir storing until a mar-
ket is avatlable. But 1 think it is ahso-
Intely wrong, and anfatr to the consuming
people of this conntry, if the producer is
afforded faciliies for sending produce
away and supplying it in another market
at a cheaper rate than he demands here.
Now, with regard to the deficit. Tt iz a
very small cne; hut then we are a very
small commuuity. However, I do not
think we need bother our heads about a
few lmndred thousand pounds of deficit.
[1 is a bad advertisement: but I think the
Crovernment are taking very slrong mea-
sures when (hex try o cot down hy a
few junds the enst of the civil serviee.
Tt may be that there are certain officials
in the service who are not reallv required,
and prerhaps it wonkl be hul a fair thing
to dispense with these, As for extending
the oilice hours, it was probably only fair
and reasonable; but T am not altogether
in accord with the proposition to make
all eivil servants work until one o’clock nn
the Baturday. In winter time in particu-
lar, when the davlight hours are so short,
T think it would he more generous on the
part of the Government to let these men
away af midday, in order that they might
he able to devote 1heir aftemeen to
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liealiitful recreaiion.  Cerininly 1 de nwt
agree (o keeping the men on Gl 5 v'elock
during ihe week days and then waking
them work an extra hoar on the Saiurday
as well.  As for the posilion of Agent
General, 1 would hke very much to see
it taken out ot 1he region of politieal in-
Huenee.  This could easily be done by an
Act of Parliament, thongh I do not sap-
pose this Government will do it.  When
we et o gowd man at the head of affairs,
at the end of three vears he wishes io
ubtain the appoiniment ; so we are always
losings our hest men, T suppnse it is anly
natural, for they want to see new coun-
iries, or perbaps {o edueate (heir children.
For my part 1 would like to see the Agent
Generalship done away with alloxether.
tor 1 think a busiess agent would bhe all
ibat we requite. 1ln any case, it is nearly
{ime the Agent Generalship was removed
from Parliamentary influence. I nuite
agree with the remarks made in regard
to our Premier. T think he has proved
himself a most energetie, intelligent, and
praetical Premier; and there is no doubt
he does not save himself in regard {o
moving about the country.  As for the
Ayricultural Bank, | see there is a pro-
posal fo inerease the wlvances to setilers
1o £730. T do not think that the Agricul-
tural Bank money should be used for the
assiclanee of those who ecan themselves
afford to pay for the setilement of iheir
and, 1 do not go to the Agrieudinreal
Bank for assistance—1 suppose 1 would
not wel it i I did—yel T am spending
thousands of pounds in settling eountry
in the North. Within the last 32 months
[ have spent £S.000 o Irving Lo seiile o
slation for my cons. b ohave had {o pat
down an arfestan hore st cost e €200
vel T did not po do the Government and
aske them to contribule ta ihis or to lielp
e Ao pat down the bore. Why  1hen
shomld other people seek that as<istanee
when they can alford (o dy the work them-
<olves? Ancilier thing I disagres with ix
the poliey of advaneing lo  settlers  or
acricudturist= money for the puovehase of
sheep, or of supplying them with sheep
ot defurred pavment. We kuow that ihe
lite of a sicep i+ bul <hort. and that -0
mueh depends on a sea<en, You may loce

a whole loi in a <eason.  Now. il these

people are assisied by railways, by 20
years” lerms on a small reutal, and also by
money lent at a low rate for the purpuose
of legilimate itmprovements, 1 ihink they
inigll reasonally be expected to save sulfi-
cient to buy o few sheep for themselves.
To supply thewm with sheep is to depre-
ciate their scenrities. L think it is a wis-
(ake (o advanee meney Lor sheep Lo peopie
who knew nothing about sheep. L heard
the other day of a lady who having some
limahs went away, and pakd someone 10s.
a week tu look afier them. When she vame
back a number of the sheep had died and
she brought an aetion to recover. These
were people who hadl had money from the
Agrienlunal Bank, With rezard to Collie
coal T am pleased fo note that this is be-
coming a profitable industry. 1 hope it
will conlinue to he profitable. At the same
time it ought to be profitable. These com-
panies gel concessions over the railways,
and if you want a ten of ecal for local
consumption in Perth it cosis vou 23s,
Under these couditivms T think the indus-
try ought to become a very profitable one
indeed. With regard to these railways
through  Lmber  country, the line from
Wonnerup 1o Nannup is through timber
country, The eountry has heen pul to o
very great expense¢ in building ihis rail-
way, il we find the Government have
now let a timber coneession to some con-
pany, and have also given a entieession
over a large number of aeres to sowe wen
for the pmopese ol dairy Larming. L
think these  people  are  Vietorians.
Theve was some little seandal in eonnee-
o widh doubib commis<iong —in ro-
ward fo the butler seandals aml ratlway
freighis. The point is this: that no one
can met a ditle o land along this rail-
way. heeavse he has livst to obtain the
sanclion of these timber people who Lave
the eomeession.  Now, if we are goine {o

build private eailwavs for favoured in-
dividuals who want lo cut ihe timber and
are aointe to block womd asrieultural land.
il Is time this syslem was stopped.

Mil-
lars” Company have to build their own
railways into the forest. and | can see
ne reason for departing from this rule:
unless indecd there be something at the
terminns which will assist in seltline the
lamd and adding to the freight of the rail-
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way. There is another point in regard
to timber. [ am unot sure whether it is
wise (hat so mueh timber should be al-
lowed to be ent and used. As far as I
can understand, all the young Llrees are
cut down for sleepers instead of being
allowed lo walure. That will affect the
fulure of the State in regard to limber
supplies, and is a matier that should be
taken intu consideration. 1 think 1 have
pretty well arvived at (he end of the
few remarks I want to make, except to
draw atlention to the large amount of
money placed in the hands of one Minis-
ter for the development of our goldfields.
1 forget the amount, but it was some-
thing over £100,000 last year. 1 think
this 1s alfogether Loo mueb to place in
the hands ot any single Minister to dis-
Iribute Low le likes—more especially o
Minisier who represenls a guldiields eon-
stituency, I am not reflecting on the pre-
sent Minjster, in the slightest—far from
it. 1 think we ave very fortunate indeed
to have a man of sueh honest, straight-
forward priveiples as is Mr. Gregory.
Still, representing, as he does, a gold-
fields constiluency, pressure is brought fo
bear upon him tv spend more money in
the development of this industry than he
olherwize might do.  We have heard
sowething of  (he development of this in-
dustry, bul it must be remenhered thay

the expendilure alsv has developed. All
these State balleries do vk pay us. We

are gelting the relurn, bul it is not a
profilable vne.  1low nmech do we spend
on battevies all over the place? These
are malters which reguire a great deal of
consideration, 1 do not like these nis-
vellaneous votes. Tf 1 were in the other
Honse 1 would do as I did in the old days
—I would call for a return of the expen-
diture from these miscellaneous and in-
ctdenlal votes. 1f some of the members
in the wuther Huouse, instead of tulking
s0 much were to call for a return of this
nature it would be doing some good tor
the eountry. With regard to the abai-
toirs I have little to say, bul o my mind
it 18 absurd to put them on the sand
Lills at North Fremantle, The Gaoveru-
ment had hetter uwtilise the abattoirs at
Owen’s Anchorage. There is no couniry
about the spot, and it must be dirty. On

the oiher hand, with the large agrieul-
tural district to the east and soutl, there
i1 nol the slightest doubt Midland June-
tion would prove the proper place. 1
have no inlerests af Midiand Junetion,
though I have eonsiderable interests at
Novth Fremantle. I would like to say
that I endorse the kind and sympathetic
remarks made with reference to our late
President, Sir George Shenton. Of
course, I have known him all my life, and
his usefulness as a public man everyone
apprecintes; while his charity and his
sgoud work all lds life have been recog-
nised through the Press and in differcnt
iustifulions,

Hon, T. H. WILDING (Bast): 1In
perasing the Governor’s Speech and the
Premier’s pre-sessional speech it is pleas-
ing to see how lopeful ihe Government
are for lhe future prosperity of the State.
And why shonld they nol be hopeful? Our
industries are in a gowd way, our pold
nites, vur enal mines, and onr timber in-
dustry are flourishing, so they have reason
te he hopeful, But when we come to the
lunds what do we find? 1f Mr. Sholl had
laken a {rip lu the Bastern distriels and
seen the amounl of Iand the seftlers have
hrought “under enllivation, e would nof
have said [hal we were not  producing
more wheat than we reguired.

1Mon, R. F. Sholl: T was looking al the
preseut condition.

Hou. T. H. WILDING: We have 1o
look to the fulure tow, There is no douln
the people are going on lhe land in large
numbers and that we must open up the
land. and the only way of doing it pro-
perlv s to bhudld agricnltwral railways.
I think the Governmenl are to be com-
plimented on giving us to understand that
they are poing lo comfinue their present
poliey of building railwavs to these dis.
triets, but [ am sorry that they have nal
in the Governor’s Speech told us that they
iniend Io spend half a million in this
direction, We need il. The people who
have gone on the land require it, and if
we o nol keep faith wilh them in this
direetion, it will e the means of a greal
many ol them leaving the land. They are
ant G0 and 70 miles without means of
commuuicalion; lhey have gone there be-
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tieving ilmi the Uovernmen! are moeing lo
extend the rmailways in (heir direction.
Where thev are the land is all wood and
suitable for production of wheat and
sheep, and though ihex have only heen on
the land perhaps fwelve months, they have
their 40 acres and 50 acres under crop,
ainl ave preparing te put in their 300
aeres or 400 acres next year. But how are
they going fo make il a paying proposi-
tion with 50 miles of teaming to do? I
think it is absolutely neressary that these
railways should he earried out, and I am
sorvy, as I said, the Government did not
see their way clear fo tell the people of
the State that they were going (o spend
hait a million of money in this direction.
The Guvermnent are to be commended on
their presenl svstem of land settlement,
that is the svstem of survey before selec-
tion and providing roads and water for
the scttlers, and providing that when a
man zoes out on {he land thrown open in
the Hastern distriets he can see the land
he ean obtain and the amount the Govern-
weni are preparved to lend on it, so that
then he knows exactly what he has hefore
lim. T( is the hest thing the Government
conlld have done, and T say again they are
to he complimenied on this way of settling
er Jands. 1 alse notice that the Govern-
ment arve prepared to advance £100 for the
purpuse of assisting the manafacture of
agricultural machinery in the State. We
bave been told that we eould nat subsidise
this industry, but T think the Government
lave overcome the difficuliy very niecely.
Why should not the machinery required—
and only last vear =omething like €60,000
worih of machinery came here from the
Fastern States. and over £100,000 worth
was brought inte the State—why should
it not be built here in our midst and the
people manufaciuring it help to pay the
laxation? The Government are doing the
correet thing by endeavouring to encour-
age the manufaciure of apgriculiural ma-
chinery in the State. It is pleasing fo sce
thai they ntend o endeavour to develop
the lands in the Northern portion of the
State. They have sent My, Despeissis to
the Norih to ascertain what tropical agri-
cullure ean be earvied out (here, [t seems
to me that in the past the North has been
very mich neglected. We know there are

wonderfyl nossibilifies there, and if the
white men eannot work there owing lo the
climatic eonditions it seems, as Mr. Sholl
said jusi now, there is no reason why we
should not under contraet bring men {here
who can work under the conditions. We
need not rive them righis of any kind;
thay simply come under contract and,
when they liave completed their term,
leave or sin en for another term.

Hon. W, Pairick: The Commonwealth
would not allow it,

Hon. T. H. WILDING: Tlhere is no
reason why we should not try 1. We waut
to develop the North: we can ask if it is
necessary lhat we should; but we wmust
develop that portion of the eountry, If
nat, someone else will eome along and do
it for us.

Hon. R. 1*. Sholl: And the Coemwmon-
wealth will realise fhat before very many
years are over.

Hon. T, 11 WILDING: Tn conneetion
with the reduetion of the franchise for
(his Flouse, I think it a pity that the Gov-
ernment intend tfo introduee this Bill. Ti
sectis o me Lhat in a State like ours
where wonderful possibilities exist any
man ean in a few years obtain properly
of the annual value of £25, and that being
g0, it I8 a wisiake on the part of the Gov-
ernmeni lo brine dewn this Pill, beeause
we know very well that it aims at {he
abolition of {his Honse. It is coming from
a pariy that have that objeet at heart, and
T for one am opposed to it. 1 have no fur-
ther remarks lo make, and I hearfily sup-
port the adoplion of the Address-in-Ke-
ply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. D Connolly) : It is not my iutenlinn
to delay the house long with the re-
marks T have to make this evening on the
Address-in-Reply. because the debate has
lengthened out vather more than was
probably anticipated in the earlier part
of the eveninge. T feel pleased indeed that
the Governer’s Speech has been received
=0 well by the House, and I do not know
thai I have anything at all to reply to in
the way of eriticism levelled at the poliey
of the Government ax laid down in the
Governor’s Speech or in the presessional
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speech delivered by the Premier at Bup-
bury a shorf time age.

Hon, & Randell: You will probahly
Lave that later on,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Later
o I shall prebably have an opportinity
of defending the aciions and the poliey
of the Government in the Bills that may
be broughé before the House. 1L i cer-
tainly very much to be regretted that it
was found necessary b0 adjourn one
heaneh of the Legislature al this partien-
lar time: hut, at the same time, as hon.
members have been good enough fo re-
mark, it is esseniial thai the Premier
should attend fthis Conference now being
Leld in {he Tast. As members are aware
it was not the wish of this Government or
of the Prewier that this Conference shaunld
be held. as the Government were per-
Teetly satisfied to siand by the reselutions
adopted at the Conference held in Feb-
raary or Maveh last in Hobart.  Those
vezolutions were the first  unanimously
adopted by the representatives of the
whole of the States. There may have been
resolutions carried by a majority of the
representatives of the States that prob-
ably were as tavourable to Western Aus-
tralin in the allocation of the money by
the Commonwealth as those adopted at the
Tlobart Conference, bul they were not un-
animansly adopted by the whole of the
States. It was al the Hobart Conference
where there was  the first  unanimity
among (he represeniatives of the different
Slates in regard {o this, and we were
pleased that oar Premier was able to per-
stple the Premers of 1he other Slates
that Western Australia stood in a differ-
ent position {o the other States; that is ko
sav, that she shonll have more customs
revenue relurned because she produced
maore than the other Stales. The vepresen-
tatives of the other S{ates conceded this
;und fixed on a Twnp s, at first £250,000,
and then diminishing for 23 years each
vear by £10,000. (o be returned to this
Siate abvve the proportion for each State;
and the Government have every confidence
thal sueh a provision will he made in the
agreement that will he arrived at in lhe
coming Conference, Bven the lafe Federal
Ciovernment. from which we did not el
mueh quarler in that direction, also recog-

nized this principle and were prepared {o
Irent Western  Australia in regard o
grauting her a quarler of a million, but
the total suw they were prepaved tu dis-
iribute to the whole of the Staies was alto-
gether inadequate. Unfortunately, West-
ern Anstralia has lost considerably in her
finanees by joining the Iederal Union.
Now, in this respect, I would like to meun-
tien an instance that has just lately oc-
curred in the eoming into force of the
Md-Age Pensions Ael, another matter that
is woing to affect the finances of Weslern
Australin in a very marked manner. Tt
is anticipated old-age pensions will cost
Aunstralia about £2,000,000 per annun,
The expenditure on  trausferred de-
partments, such as the Posl Oflice and
Defence, 18 siuply charged up  to
the particular State in which it is in-
curred, but the expenditure of new de-
partments, such as new huildings and old-
age pensions, is eharged on a per capita
basis. We sland i a differenl position
in regard o popalation than ihe other
Siales as we have a less percentage of
old people than thev, Our quota of popu-
lation is aboul one-sixteenth, theretfore we
will be asked to contribute to Lhe old-age
pension fund from £120,000 to £1325,008
per annum, We are not going lo benelit to
anvihing like that extent. At the present
lime there have heen received about 2,000
claims from Western Australia for lhe
pension. 1t is Tair fo assume Lhat not more
tan  bwo-thirds of these elaims will he
granted. aml in Tact 1 doult personally,
alter woine into the matler, whelher even
{wo-thirds will be allowed. Thal means
there will he something like 1300 claiing
paid for old-age pensiong i Western
Australin, or, in ather words. a =um of
abont X34000 or £35,000. We shall receive
henefit o thai extenl, (howdr we will he
debited with omeibing bike €120,000 or
£125,000.

Hon, W, Kingsmill; Phat s aboatl the
cosl of our present svslem.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
present svstem costs rather lesg than {hat,
We will not benefit even 1o the extent
I have menlivued. a¢ the el provides
among olthor things thai so soen as n man
enfers a destitute home, confrotled hy ihe
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State, his pension shall eease. To quote
the words ol the Aet—

“If a snceessful elaimant of a pen-
aion is an ipale of a benevolent asy-
tim or other charitable institution the
pension shall beeome payable as from
a date not more than 28 days prier to
the pensioner being discharged from orv
leaving the asylion or institution, but
ne pavmenl on account of pension
shall he made to him so long as he is
an inmale of the asylum or institution.”

That means thiz, At the present lime we
have in the institntion close on 700 wmen
and woemen, and it is ealeulaled that out
of this number there arve from 400 to 500
aver the age of 56 or G0, and therefore
are entitled to the pension. Very few
of these people can gzo oul of the institu-
1ion, take the pension and live on it, eon-
sequently the State will be forced to keep
those wen and women in the institution.
Sa that if one deduets the 430, there will
be left about 700 or 800 persons who will
receive the old-age pension; therefore, in
reality, we shall only benefit (o the ex-
teni of £20.000 or £25,000 from the pen-
sion, although, as I said before, we will
he debiled 1o the extent of £120,000 or
£125.000, A cquestion has heen asked
of the Commonwealth Treasurer ng to
whether old-age pensions would be paid to
old penple in a State institntion, and his
reply was that thev would not be paid.
While the Aet provides that the pension
can he paid 1o a society or to a person
who takes ¢harge of an old age pensinner,
it eanunt he paid to the State which can-
trols an institution,

Hon, W. King=mill: We shall have (»
turn the institution into 2 limited lia-
hility ¢ompany,

Huon, W, Patviek: You musik find a way
ta el over that.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: See-
tion 31 spys—

“Lf it appears to the magisirnie that
the elaimant, although otherwise quali-
fied for is unfit to be entrusted with a
pension he may  recommend that the
claimanl instend nf being uranted »
pension he sent to a henevolent asvinm
or chavitable institution, and the royvis-
(rar <hall at once naoiify (he Tleputy-

Commissioner, who may thereapon

cauge sieps 1o he taken tor the admis-

sion of the claimant into a benevolent

asylom or any preseribed public or

private chacitable institution,’”
T the one sectiou it says the pension ean-
not he paid while a man iz in the institu-
tien, while in the other seetion il is =e
oul thal a wmagiztrate can have power to
refuse ihe pension and to send the man
fo an institution. 1£ ihe Commonwealth
(ivvernment decline 1n pay an instilution
a way o zet nver the dilficulty might he to
disecharae the men and wonoen- from the
home, cause them to apply for old-age
pensions and befove they arve readmtted
foree the Commmonwealth Government to
make the arrangements mentioned in that
section. 1 do not know whether that would
e practicable,

Hon. W. Kingsgmill: It would bhe rough
on the old men.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.
However, so far as we ean we are lrying
to pralect the State. We foreed all rhe in-
mates to apply for the pension so that
they may prove their case, and possibly
we may gel payment from the Common-
wealth Goverument, or if the pensioners
desive they may go ent of the institution
and receive pensions oulside instead of
staving in the home.

Hon, W. King=mill: You should try
and get the Met amended.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
attempt was mstde in this direetion, hut it
failed. However, this is one of the mat-
ters thie Premier will go into in the East-
ern Stuter, Al he will endeavour to ob-
tain redress. No doubt if it is pointed out
to the Commonwealth Govermmnent low
unfairly the Act works in a State like
anrs, they may feel disposed to alier it,
Tle Aet &+ a copy of the Queensland and
New Sonth Wales mearures, Tf we were
in the same puosilinn as those S{ates were
then it woulit not mueh maiter as the CGove
ernment enntrolled both the pensions and
the inslitutions, but when one Government
controls the institutions and anether Clov-
cemment the pensions, it ix a different
matler altogellier,

Hon., W. Kingsmill: Tt is an ohvious
injustice, and assnredly was nol meant,
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Pos-
sibly not, and that was why T was sur-
prised when I saw the answer of the Trea-
suret to a question put to him hy the mem-
her for Fremantle, My, Hedges. T have
been much gratified to hear the very com-
plimentary way in which the lands policy
selflement of the State has been spoken
of. As you know, this Government have
given partienlar attention to the settle-
ment of land, and it is very pleasing to
Lkuow and hear that their efforts are heing
appreciated hy the Parliament of the
State, T gnite agree with the remarks of
Mr. Kingsmill that people have not in the
past quite realised the eheapness of our
lands. That was brought home very for-
¢ibly to me a few months ago when I paid
a visit 1o the Eastern States. At that time
I noticed that land had inereased in value
during the previous six or seven years
most materially, Land there, which wonld
not produce more wealth than ours, was
selling at abont £2 or £3 per acre, while
our land here was being sold for 10s. an
neve, and with terms for payment over 20
vears, This meant that our land was prae-
tieally selling at Gd. per acre. That faet is
only beginning to be realised now, and
undounbtedly it is helping, to a large ex-
tent, to canse the rush for land that is
taking place. With the question of land
settlement, that of immigration is largely
allied. Tn answer to vremarks made by Mr.
Randell, I may say I am afraid he does
not quite appreciate the eare that is taken
hy the Government in the selection of im-
migrants. T say without fear of contradic-
tion that there is no State in the Com-
raonwealth, and probably no ¢olony in the
Empire, that exercises such care in the
selection of immigrants as does Western
Australia.

Hoen, G, Randell: For all that, we get
a lot of undesirable people.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not admit that. We may et some, and it
is ruite impossible, no matter how careful
one is when immigrants are eoming to a
country, to prevent a eertain number of
nndesirahles from being inclnded.

Hon, G. Randell: T da not mean hy the
word “undesirables” anyvthing offensive,
I mean nnsnilable people,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Take
last year, for instance, when 1,200 or
1,300 imnmigrants eaine here. We heard of
19, 12, or perbaps 20 undesirable people
and that after all, means only one or two
per cent. of the total nnmher of new ar-
rivals, Any country whieh ean encourage
immigrants and only have one or two per
cent. of disealisfied persons among them,
has every reason to be satisfied. We recoz-
nise that there is an opening here for only
two classes of immigrants, bona fide farm
labourers, or farmers and doinestic ser-
vantg, and ou no acecount do we eneourage
any others, This, undoubtedly, will bear
fruit in the future, as every good immi-
grant one brings to the State provides n
magnificent advertisenient, for he will in-
duee others to eome here also, and sn in a
very few years the immigrvation guestion
will no longer he a trouble. On the other
hand, if in the first instance the State
aet too many “undesirables” sueh persons
will induce others of their own kind to
come out here, and the numher of “un-
desirables” will grow proportionately. It
is very gratifying thal side by side with
agrienltural development our nmining in-
dustry is looking considerably better to-
day than it has for a number of years
past. The development jn the deep mines
in Western Australia, and the extension
of the lodes to mines working to the north
and south, mean renewed life to the old
mines, and will bring into existence mines
that do not exist to-dav. The Government
have endeavoured, az far as possible, in
exercise economy in every diveetion, but
naturally in a growing State like this it is
quite impossible to ent down every de-
partment. Tn the department which I con-
trol eonsiderable eeconomy has been ef-
feeted, and, as Mr. Kingsmill vemarked,
I do not know whether there is any other
department in which it is more unpoular
to make eeonomies than that of the Col-
anial Secrvetary.  Tale the hospitals, for
instance.  We intend eonsiderably to re-
duee expenditure in this diveetion, T re-
cognised when the ruestion was first tack-
led thai in effecting economies in this
branch of the service, the Government
were undertaking work which would he
Iy ne means popilar. Tt is probably the
last thing one should fackle, but al the
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sauie fime, as Mr. Kingsmili correcily re-
marked, all the Government should be
called on to do in the way of hospital ac-
comimodation is to provide aceommodation
for the indigent people. If they do that
no more can reasonably be expected from
them. That is what the Government are
aiming at. Undoubtedly, in the past the
hospitals have grown to enormous pro-
portions. The rush of populalion of a few
years ago was so great that one could not
reasonably expect people to make pro-
vision for themselves in the direetion of
hospital accommodation, and the Gow-
ernment had to erect buildings and equip
atd maintain them, Mr, Randell will know
that very well, for he occupied the posi-
tion of Colenial Secretary at the particu-
lar time of which I speak. I think the time
has arrived when people might reason-
ably be expected to bear a greater share
of the burden of hospitals than they have
done in the past. When one ecompares the
hospital expenditure in the other States
with that in Western Australia, it will be
seen af once that our disbursements in
comparison with the population are alto-
gether out of proportion to the expendi-
ture in the neighbouring States, Take the
SBtate of Queengland, with a population
just about double ours—530,000 against
our 279,000—the Government expended
there last year £51,000 while we expended
£69,000, that is in administration. New
South Wales, with a population of a mil-
lion and a half expended £95,000 against
our £69,000; Vietoria, with a million and
a quarter, spent only £42,000; South Aus-
tralia, with a population of 380,000, spent
£36,000. From the reduction thal has
taken place in the hospitals we expect this
vear to save from £16,000 to £18,000, and
T see no reason why that should not he
considerably added to next year, and as
years go on. Even with that reduction we
are on the liberal side as compared with
the expenditure in the other States. There
has been something said that we are throw-
ing Lhe burdén on the people and thai
the charitable will have to put their bands
in their pockets to make up this amount.
Such is not the case at all. The amount
given to the different bospitals is more
than sufficient to pay for all the indigent
cases, and that is all ;the Government

should be expecied fo do. PPeopie other
than those I have mentioned, if they sn
desire, with a small expenditure on the
hospital, can make provision for them-
selves when they become sick. T simply
mentioned the ecanomy effected in hos-
pitals, but that is not the sole economy
which the Government have effected. 1
only mentioned the gquestion of the hos-
pilals to show that the proposed economy
will not inflit any hardship on the
people. Economies are going on wherever
it is possible to effect them. Al the pre-
senL time an assistant esmmissioner under
the Public Service Aet has been been ap-
pointed to go through the publie service.
This is not with Lhe view of inflicting any
unnecessary hardship on the members of
the service, bui wherever economies can
be effected they will be effected. As one
hon. member remarked to-night, probably
the worst time for pruning or retrenching
in the public serviee is in bad times, be-
cause it will be quile impossible for those
people who may be reirenched to obtain
positions outside the service; but the Gov-
ernment have in mind, and the Minister
for Lands has the scheme before him just
now, of organising a system whereby any
civil servaut who may be retrenched will
be assisted to go on the land. I do not
think I need delay members by golng
throngh the legislation it is intended to
introduce during the session, as that will
be dealt with in due course. I do not in-
tend to delay the House any longer at this
hour. I had intended to say a great deal
more, but I did not think the debate would
have extended to this late hour, otherwise
we might have adjourned earlier in the
evening and met again to-morrow,

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted and ordered to be prezented to
the Governor.

ADJOURNMENT — FOUR WEEKS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon,
J. D. Connolly): I move—

That the Ilouse at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, 31s1 August.

Question pagsed.

House adjourned at 10.20 pom.



